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Salut! Voila! 
Dear readers!
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Firstly, we’d like to address the elephant in the room and apologise 
for being MIA during the past 12 months. The still very-much-current 
coronavirus pandemic situation has seen companies close (due to 
Government advice), which has put a real spanner in the works for 
us finishing the mag. 

It’s safe to say that the pandemic has been a very difficult time for 
many — us included — and we would like to apologise for the long 
wait, but rest assured, this issue is a good one! 

Secondly, PFC has been bought out by us (Damar Media Group). This 
is very exciting news, indeed. We, as a group, are heavily involved 
with much of the performance car industry, which we hope will 
make for some very exciting content in subsequent issues!

It’s exciting times here at Damar Media and we’re looking back on 
the past 12 months with lessons learned; looking to the future and 
putting in a lot to work to ensure that we bring you the very best we 
can. We even launched our very first track day event on August 31, 
2020 that was very successful and we have more planned (once we 
get the word). For more info, head over to Page 62. 

We can’t wait to talk you through this issue, so let’s get to it… and 
who could miss our Megane 250 cover car? Built for the track and 
kitted out with a combination of prototype and competition parts, it’s 
where performance, personalisation and attention to detail all meet. 
Motorsport matters for our other Megane, too, Mark Thorpe treading 
the fine line between preserving his rare 275 Trophy and adding 
technical improvements for head-to-head sprint racing.

Ultimate speed isn’t for everyone and the other two cars in this 
issue span opposite ends of the head-turning spectrum. One’s the 
unmissable Meguiar’s Renault 5 wide-body build that’s dominated 
the show scene in recent months with its retro-modern flavour, while 
the other is a near-stock Phase 1 Saxo VTS that catches eyes through 
its careful preservation. Variety defines the rest of the magazine too, 
where we’ve found the latest tech, interviewed a motorsport start up 
and chronicled the history of Peugeot’s 206 GTi.

We still want to know what’s going on across the performance French 
car scene; everything from restored Renault 5s to 306 GTi-6 track 
builds to Stage 3 DS 3s. If you’ve completed your perfect project, 
stepped up into motorsport, planned a club event or opened a new 
tuning business, tell us about it! You can reach out via our contact 
form on our new website: 

www.dmgmedia.org  or email us at david@dmgmedia.org 

You can also contact us through our Facebook or Instagram pages 
#PFCMagazine. Let’s chat fast French cars! 

Also, we understand that many of you are still owed magazines for 
last year’s subscription. If you are, please contact us with proof and 
we will provide you with a discount code that you can use on our 
new online subscription system to get the next edition/editions of 
the magazine, when they are published. Those of you who are owed 
back issues will also receive a free lifetime PFC VIP Membership 
Card, giving you access to loads of awesome offers and discounts! 

 Merci beaucoup! Damar Media Group

HELLO & WELCOME.....HELLO & WELCOME.....
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• ALL CORRECT SUBMISSIONS WILL BE   ENTERED IN   
   TO OUR PRIZE DRAW TO WIN A FREE TRACK DAY.

(he’s this big)
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COMPETITION
IT’S VERY EASY TO ENTER THIS MONTH’S
FREE ENTRY COMPETITION.
ARE YOU FAMILIAR WITH “WHERE’S WALLY”?
WELL, USING THE SAME PREMISE, WE HAVE 
HIDDEN OUR “PISTON PETE” CHARACTER 
SOMEWHERE IN THIS ISSUE OF PERFORMANCE 
FRENCH CARS. 

TAKE A SCREENSHOT OR PHOTOGRAPH
OF YOUR COPY OF PFC AND CIRCLE THE AREA
ON THE PAGE THAT CLEARLY SHOWS WHERE 
WE HAVE SECRETLY HIDDEN PISTON PETE, 
AND SEND IT TO US AS AN EMAIL. PLEASE 
INCLUDE YOUR FULL NAME AND CONTACT 
NUMBER.

PISTONPETE@DMGMEDIA.ORG

All entries must be received by 6pm May 20th 2021. The winner will be chosen at random and 
notified via email and telephone by the publisher. The prize is not transferable. All decisions by 

DMG are final. DMG reserve rights to make changes without written notice. No further costs 
,other than entry fee for the track day, will be covered, value of prize is £140.00.

Details of the winner will be announced in the June via PFC’s social media. Track Day will be 
Blyton Park - 10th October 2021. Prize will be forfeited or redrawn if winner is unable to attend. 
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Renaultsport has set a new lap record at Suzuka with the hardcore 
Megane R.S. Trophy-R and test driver Laurent Hurgon, navigating the 
Japanese circuit in just 2 minutes and 25.454 seconds. The time is 
more than three seconds faster than the previous quickest lap by a 
front-wheel drive production car and is the third record grabbed by 
Hurgon and the R.S. Trophy-R in 2019. The previous successes were 
achieved at Belgium’s Spa Francorchamps circuit and the iconic, 13 
mile Nurburgring Nordschleife. Hot hatches don’t come any faster.

The Suzuka record is especially important to Renaultsport. The 
Dieppe firm carried out part of the Megane R.S. development 
programme on the 18 turn, 3.6 mile Grand Prix course and Japan is 
currently the third biggest buyer for the fast five-door, with the Trophy 
set to launch there soon. Beating out France and Germany, Japan is 
also the largest national market for the Renaultsport range.

R.S. RECORD

Laurent Hurgon

NWR - 2m 25.454s
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Citroën has announced a symbolic Sahara crossing 
to celebrate the centenary of the brand’s first 
navigation of the North African desert. The 1922 event 
was spearheaded by firm founder Andre Citroën, 
who provided a pair of adventurers with ‘half-track’ 
Type B2 vehicles that combined a car body and 
front wheels with a set of tank tracks at the rear for 
traction. Citroën has already created an exact replica 
of one of these machines, and will unveil a second 
later this year. Together, The Golden Scarab and The 
Silver Crescent will retrace a close approximation of 
their namesakes’ 1922 route.

The event won’t just focus on the past, as the two 
classics will be accompanied by a selection of 
electrified production vehicles from the modern 
Citroën range and a pure-electric concept car that 
will be unveiled soon. Together, the cars will take a 
21 day, 3170km journey from Touggourt to Timbuktu, 
leaving on 19th December 2022 and arriving on 7th 
January 2023.

Renault has expanded its electric vehicle range with the launch of 
the Twingo Z.E. Based on the internal combustion powered Twingo 
supermini, the Z.E. slots between the Twizy quadricycle and the larger 
ZOE in the Renault electric vehicle range. The driveline – including 
the electric motor, reduction gear and charging system – is adapted 
from the ZOE and produces 80bhp and 118lb-ft. Much like the engine-
powered Twingo, the motor itself is mounted at the rear.

Forward thinking engineering means the Twingo platform has required 
minimal adaptation for electric power. The model was originally 
designed to facilitate a future EV variant and the Z.E. 22 kWh has been 
placed under the front seats to minimise any reduction in interior space. 
In a Renault first, water cooling is used to keep the temperature of the 
lithium-ion cells under control. The Twingo Z.E. has a claimed range of 
143 miles on the WLTP City cycle and 102 miles on the WLTP Full cycle. 
Expect UK sales later this year.

After 21 years of series involvement, Citroën has withdrawn 
from the World Rally Championship with immediate effect. 
The announcement came after the team’s star driver and six 
time world rally champion Sebastien Ogier left the French 
manufacturer to take up a 2020 drive with rival company Toyota 
Gazoo Racing WRT. 

“We could not imagine a 2020 season without Sebastien,” 
says Citroën CEO Linda Jackson. “A part of Citroën’s DNA is 
intimately linked with rallying and we are proud to be one of 
the most titled brands in WRC history.” The team won eight 
world rally constructors’ titles and 102 rallies during their time 
in the sport, and helped long-time driver Sebastien Loeb take 
a record nine drivers’ championships. Citroën will continue to 
support privateer teams running the related C3 R5 rally car 
which runs in the WRC-2 support category. 

DESERT DRIVE

ELECTRIC TWINGO 
ANNOUNCED

Citroën’S RALLY EXIT
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Speed, sensation and style all define the Alpine A110 but the 
mid-engined model hasn’t channelled the off-road ability of its 
seventies predecessor. Until now. A surprise announcement 
at this January’s International Automobile Festival, the Alpine 
A110 SportsX is a rougher, tougher collaboration between the 
company’s styling and engineering departments. 

The black-and-white paint scheme, taped up spotlights and 
roof-mounted skis instantly grab attention but the changes to 
the SportsX don’t stop there. Tall Michelin Primacy tyres work 
alongside a ride height that’s been raised by 60mm to add rally 
raid stance, while front and rear wheel arch flares increase 
body width by a pugnacious 80mm. There are skid plates at 
either end too, incorporated in chunky redesigned bumpers. 
We love the look but, sadly, the design study is destined to 
remain a one-off. ■

OFF-ROAD ALPINE
HIGHLIGHTS
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Going to car shows is a sure fire way of 
sparking an expensive habit, even if it’s 
an expensive habit we all love having! 
Spend long enough around anything 
from Stage 1 daily drivers to Stage 3+ 
drag strip monsters and the urge to 
break out the spanners can become 
undeniable. Just ask Mark Thorp. When 
he bought this Renaultsport Megane 
275 Trophy he planned on keeping it 
standard... Just look at it now!

It was inevitable: Mark just has too much 
history with the modified car scene. He’s 
been taking his passion seriously ever 
since he started to attending meets as 
a teenager, and his Volkswagen Polo 
Coupé first car was tuned with new 
alloys and a cherry bomb exhaust. His 
first foray into French performance – a 
Peugeot 106 1.4-litre Quiksilver – went 
further still. “The Pug started out as 
a completely standard car but the 
modifying bug bit hard,” he remembers. 
“It got an engine swap and a new 
exhaust system, along with uprated 
suspension and running gear. It was 
a ridiculous build!” A wet Silverstone 
killed off the car but his enthusiasm 
wasn’t dimmed.

Next up was a Citroën AX Forte, which 
Ricky from RickyP-RPM transformed 
with a 16 valve engine conversion, 
competition camshafts and individual 
throttle bodies. Coilovers added stance 
and security too, as the build became 

more dedicated track weapon than 
daily driver. It was enough to snag 
a full feature in a previous issue of 
Performance French Cars. It’s safe to 
say that Mark loves his French motors.

Mark upgraded to his current hot hatch 
in July 2017. One of just 90 275 Trophy 
cars to reach the UK, it benefits from 
striking body decals, a bright silver 
bumper insert with Trophy lettering 
and a standard Cup chassis pack. 
There are factory engine upgrades too, 
Renaultsport revising the ECU software 
and adding a vocal Akrapovic exhaust 
to push power to 271bhp. That’s 275 
– just like the model’s name – when 
measured in continental PS. Oh, and 
that exhaust is all titanium too, dropping 
kerbweight by a useful 18 kilograms. 

“I purchased it completely standard 
and, honestly, that’s how I intended to 

keep it,” Mark laughs. “I upgraded to 
the Megane from a lightly modified 

Honda Civic Type R and, compared to 
the sheer rawness of the Japanese car, 
the Renaultsport feels so much more 
refined and effortless to drive quickly. 
As the Trophy is commonly known as 
one of the best handling cars out there, 
I thought it ticked a lot of my boxes 
straight from the factory.”

A veteran tuner, Mark wasn’t aiming to 
keep the car entirely original. “The arch 
gap was a little excessive, so the first 
thing I did was take it to RickyP-RPM 
to supply and fit some H&R lowering 
springs,” he explains. The new items 
drop the car by 30mm all-round and 
– with his car in the workshop – Mark 
couldn’t resist a second upgrade. 

There’s no missing the CAE quick shifter 
kit. Tall, polished and nakedly mechanical, 
its look is pure motorsport and it’s got the 
action to match. The German system 
attaches to the original cables yet shrinks 
the H-pattern movement to just 70mm 
in both the vertical and horizontal frame. 
Aluminium construction, complete with 
laser cut sections that are just three 
millimetres thick, ensures the shift is light 
and fast too. 

A couple of track days at the 
Nürburgring came next, and Mark was 
really happy with how the Megane was 
feeling. Looking for a little competition, 
he promptly entered the 2018 Ten Of 
The Best competition at Elvington… 
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HERE WE GO 
MEGANE

Mark Thorp’s Renaultsport Megane 275 had awesome 
ability straight from the factory… but the lifelong tuner just 

couldn’t keep it standard. Now it’s faster still… 
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and got the itch for more power. “I finished in 
second place in the front-wheel drive class, 
which was quite a feat when my nearest 
competitors had another 150bhp,” he smiles. 
“Following a nice little work bonus, I decided 
to up my game a bit and go after more power 
for a little extra performance.” 

Mark ordered a new K-Tec Racing three-inch 
decat pipe and booked the car in with RickyP-
RPM for fitting. While it was with Ricky, Mark 
added a couple of other parts to the to-do list, 
including an AIRTEC Motorsport intercooler 
and firmer Powerflex engine mounts. Once all 
this was complete, the Trophy shot off to Chris 
at EFI-Parts for a custom software recalibration 
to make the most of the new modifications. It’s 
enough to find 315bhp and a giant 360lb-ft of 
torque.

“The car felt more alive than ever,” says Mark, 
“but on the way back from a Scottish road trip 
I could hear a worrying noise. I called in to 
see RickyP on my return, he checked it over 
and we found the fault to be failing gearbox 
bearings.” With car and driver booked onto 
a trackday at Spa Francorchamps just two 
weeks later, that’s not what Mark wanted to 
hear. 
Time was of the essence and the workshop 
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waiting list at Renault was looking long, leading 
Mark straight back to RickyP. “He managed 
to squeeze me in to remove the gearbox and 
rebuild it with all new bearings, new seals and 
a genuine replacement clutch kit,” says Mark. 
Before reassembly, the pair also elected to fit a 
tougher GRIPPER limited slip differential too. And 
all this in time for the Belgian road trip.

Not every part of the Megane 275 has seen 
alteration. Renaultsport knows how to build a 
fast, fun track car straight from the factory, after 
all. The stiff shock absorbers and thick anti-roll 
bars of the Cup package are still in place, as are 
the Brembo 340mm front and 290mm rear discs. 
Grooved and gripped by telltale red Brembo 
calipers, they’re part of the Cup specification and 
now benefit from aftermarket MOTUL 400 brake 
fluid. The original Recaro front seats still sit in the 
cabin too. 

The exterior, meanwhile, has received some 
light modifications. The original Renault badges 
have been replaced with gloss black items, 
there’s a Maxton Design rear spoiler extension 
and the paintwork has been fully ceramic coated 
by Leeds specialist Advance Detail to help 
maintain a clean finish. ATS DTC 18 inch alloys 
add trackday aggression, with Federal RSR 
semi-slick tyres improving ultimate grip on dry 

”I decided to up my game a bit 
and go after more power for a 

little extra performance.”
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days, though rainy weather sees Mark revert 
to Renault’s own ‘Tibor’ 18 inchers and a set 
of Michelin Pilot Sport 4 rubber.

Mark is becoming a bit of a trophy hunter 
too. Having come second in class at the 2018 
event, he wanted to take victory at Ten Of The 
Best 2019. Let battle commence! “I was stuck 
in fourth almost all day,” he remembers, “but I 
managed to set a decent time in the Top Five 
shootout to go through to the Top Three and 
battle it out.” The competition was close but 
the Trophy was up for the challenge. “I beat 
the third placed Clio by 0.2 seconds,” Mark 
grins, “but a Honda Integra Type R track car 
had the best of me all weekend and beat me 
to the top spot.” A repeat second place is the 
impressive result – and the 2020 event is just 
around the corner.

Mark won’t take the Trophy any further: he 
just wants to enjoy the Megane for what it is. 
And who can blame him? In his own words, 
the 275 is “a fun, all round driver’s car.” That’s 
exactly what Renaultsport planned and 
precisely what his modifications reinforce. 
This Trophy is a victory. I
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The 275 Trophy forms the basis for an even faster Megane: 
the 275 Trophy-R. This range-topping Renaultsport uses 
the same Cup chassis, brake and differential package, ECU 
tweaks and Akrapovic exhaust as the Trophy but that’s where 
the similarities stop. There are deeper bucket seats and an 
alcantara-trimmed steering wheel but the subtractions are 
just as important as the new additions. The Trophy-R does 
without air conditioning, a radio, the rear bench seat, most 
of its sound deadening and even the rear windscreen wiper, 
each part sacrificed in the name of an 80 kilo weight saving. 

Uprated suspension defines the model too. Allevard 
composite springs are fitted at the front – claimed to be a 
production car first – while adjustable Ohlins dampers ensure 
absolute ability at all four corners. Hydraulic compression 
stops top off the sophisticated shocks, spreading force 
more progressively than traditional bump stops at peak 
compression. It all adds up to a 7:54:36 Nurburgring lap – 
and a lot of fun. Just 30 were ever sold in the UK. We’re very, 
very jealous of those buyers… 

RR FOR RANGE TOPPER

One of just 90 275 Trophy 
cars to reach the UK

RENAULTSPORT MEGANE 275 TROPHY
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TECH SPEC

Renaultsport Megane 275 Trophy

ENGINE 
Renaultsport Megane 275 2.0-litre F4Rt turbocharged inline four 
with K&N panel air filter, K-Tec Racing three inch decat pipe, 
Megane 275 Trophy Akrapovic titanium exhaust system, AIRTEC 
Motorsport Stage 1 intercooler, Powerflex black edition engine 
mounts, EFI-Parts custom software calibration.

POWER 
315bhp and 360lb-ft.

TRANSMISSION 
Renaultsport Megane 275 six-speed manual with full rebuild, 
GRIPPER limited slip differential.

BRAKES 
Renaultsport Megane 275 340mm Brembo discs with four pot 
Brembo calipers (front), Renaultsport Megane 275 290mm Brembo 
discs with standard calipers (rear), MOTUL 400 brake fluid 
throughout.

SUSPENSION 
Renaultsport Megane 275 Cup package with firmer Cup dampers 
and larger Cup anti-roll bars, H&R 30mm lowering springs.

WHEELS & TYRES  
TS DTC 18x8.5 inch ET45 5x114 alloys with 235/40/18 Federal 
RSR tyres throughout (dry), Renault ‘Tibor’ 18x8.25 inch alloys with 
Michelin Pilot Sport 4 tyres throughout (wet), H&R 22mm spacers 
used with Tibor alloys.

EXTERIOR 
Renaultsport Megane 275 Trophy bodyshell in Glacier White with 
Trophy body decals in silver, silver bumper bar with Trophy decal, 
Renault badges refinished in gloss black, Maxton Design rear 
spoiler extension in gloss black, Ricky P-RPM windscreen decal, 
Advance Detail ceramic coating.

INTERIOR 
Renaultsport Megane 275 Trophy interior with standard Recaro front 
bucket seats, CAE Shifting Technology gearlever, custom alcantara 
gearlever surround.

Mark Thorp

THANKS TO… 
Chris at EFI-Parts, Jon Clough at Advance Detail and 
Ricky P at RickyP-RPM for always going the extra mile 
and getting the car sorted!





SAXOSAXO
APPRECIATIONAPPRECIATION

We do love a modified Citroën Saxo here at Performance French 
Car magazine and Nick Hards’ VTS example is no exception! 

WORDS: DANNI BAGNALL     PHOTOGRAPHY: ADE BRANNAN



The Citroën Saxo is and will always be a car that stirs some 
feels. Whether those feels are good or bad — it’s nostalgia 
all over. It’s that nostalgia that drove Nick Hards to getting his 
hands on this stunning Mercury Grey Mk1 VTS.

Believe it or not, Mercury Grey was not the most popular or 
most fashionable colour in the mid-late ‘90s. In fact, it was 
only available for a year between 1997-’98 when Citroën 
decided to discontinue the colour. “When the Citroën Saxo 
first went to market, people went mad for it in racing red or 
vibrant blue, but it was always Mercury Grey for me. But, with 
just 15 pre-facelift Mk1 VTS’ registered with a valid MOT - at 
the time of buying - I knew I had my work cut out.” Nick told 
Performance French Cars magazine.

Owner Nick has a pretty fresh car history, including a stock 
’98 106 Pug Quiksilver and a ’99 Audi S3 - we can forgive the 
latter as our sister title VWG magazine would be all over it 
— and this time, it just had to be a Saxo. Nick tells us: “It’s 
the car I couldn’t insure when I was younger — the one that 
got away,” he smiles. Surviving cars are few and far between 
— with most estimates suggesting fewer than 25 Phase 1 
VTS examples left in the UK – so Nick didn’t waste a second 
getting stuck into the search.
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Nick bought the car back in June 2017 
after finding this 1997 Mercury Grey model 
- no colour changes here, thank you very 
much. “Upon viewing the car, it was exactly 
what I was after. The car was parked on the 
previous owner’s drive and before I even got 
out of my car I knew I was going to buy it. 
It wasn’t perfect — there were a few marks 
and dents etc — but it was in great condition 
for its age and it had been looked after and 
not ragged. I knew that with time, effort and 
some monetary investment, I could get 
the Saxo to where I wanted it to be. Test 
driving it was awesome; it handled so well, 
literally taking me back to being 17-years 
old again. The car also came with the most 
comprehensive history I’d ever seen. Stacks 
of paperwork and receipts going back 20 
years. It even came with the original finance 
agreement and bill of sale from Citroën 
Birmingham.

“A price was agreed, a deposit was taken and 
I returned the next day to collect the car. I 
remember driving home with a big smile on 
my face,” Nick says with a grin.

Nick now owns the only Mk1 pre-facelift 
Mercury Grey VTS in the UK with a valid MOT. 
“Apparently, there are more 205 GTis on our 
roads than there are Saxo VTS,” Nick said.
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If you haven’t guessed by now, the VTS was always a dream 
car for Nick. And it’s lovely to see that the car lived up to 
those expectations for him — as we all know, it doesn’t 
always work out that way. 

Mechanically, the car is almost exactly as it left the Citroën 
plant. Nick is more concerned with preservation than 
power - the Saxsport three-inch exhaust being a legacy 
from the previous owner. For the first few months, Nick 
couldn’t decide whether the full stainless steel system was 
in keeping with his goal. “I kind of wished it was standard 
at the time but, on driving it, the Saxsport gives you that 
feeling of being 17 again. I’m glad it’s on there now. It looks 
almost standard, so it doesn’t draw the eye, but it sounds a 
lot nicer than the original,” he told us. 

“The car was parked on the 
previous owner’s drive and 

before I even got out of the car,
I knew I was going to buy it.”

CITROËN SAX0 VTS



Cosmetically, however, the car was in good condition 
for its age, but far from perfect. Over the next year and 
a half, Nick made it a priority to get it to a standard 
he was happy with. “The previous owner had put 
newer style number plates on the car that had a weird 
3D effect to it — these were the first things to go in 
favour of something more period-correct,” Nick said. 
The car was then taken to Gavin at Reef Paint Shop in 
Southwick, Wiltshire - a local body shop renowned for 
working on some fantastic retro cars; from old MGs 
and Jaguars, to the iconic Ford Escort RS Cosworth. 
The car was booked in with a long list of niggles that 
needed attention. Factory fresh components restore 
the interior to nineties condition, with a 22 year-old but 
previously unused console and immobiliser surround 
taking centre stage. The windscreen, along with the 
side and rear windows have all been upgraded too, 
Nick substituting the chipped and marked originals 
for a full set of new-old stock Citroën glass.

The other alteration is a combination of necessity and 
Nick’s discerning eye. “I’d been looking for a  standard 
replacement manifold,” he explains, “but you can’t buy 
them from Citroën anymore and they’re not the nicest 
thing to look at.” He needed an alternative and soon 
found one through a chance Instagram conversation 
with a Peugeot 106 GTi owner. The quick Pug was in 
derelict condition, but Nick soon spotted the polished 
gleam of a rare SPEC-R manifold heat-shield and 
made an offer. It’s now been powder-coated black to 
better suit its OEM surroundings.

Extensive renovation has brought the rest of the engine 
bay back to factory condition, the Saxo benefiting 
from a range of new-old stock components. “After the 
body was painted, the engine bay was the only thing 
letting down the VTS,” says Nick, “it was mechanically 
sound but not the most aesthetically pleasing, so 
I’ve worked hard to refurbish or replace as much as 
possible.” The cam cover has been powder-coated 
to match the heat-shield, while the coil pack cover, 
rocker cover, oil and washer caps, and every single 
visible bolt have been replaced. Even the bonnet 
insulation pads have been swapped for fresh items.
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Spoilers are always a marmite topic and Nick is no 
different. “I have had very mixed views on the spoiler. 
Most people seem to prefer it with, but I’ve seen ones 
without and I don’t think I’d be trying to find one if it 
didn’t have it. But this came with the car from new, so it’s 
staying,” Nick added.

Nick has no desire to turn his Saxo into a track rat or a 
drag-strip headbanger. Better, he thinks, to preserve 
the car as a testament to what hot hatches felt like in 
the ‘90s and ’00s glory years. That said, his very minimal 
future plans include a full suspension refurbishment with 
some mild lowering. A refurbished rear axle is also on the 
cards, along with some extremely rare period Speedline 
15-inch Acropolis alloy wheels — owned previously by a 
wheel refurbisher so they’re in perfect condition — which 
we think will suit the car perfectly. “I’m not going to stray 
too far from standard. I’ve recently become a Dad — to 
a now four-month old called Harry — and I’d like him to 
see the car when he’s older. I’d like to keep it forever,” Nick 
concluded. Nice one, Nick! We look forward to seeing it 
at a car show soon — that is, when we’re allowed…
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TECH SPEC

Citroën Saxo VTS

ENGINE 
Citroën Saxo VTS 1587CC, 120bhp, 107ft lb TU5 DOHC 16v 
naturally aspirated inline-four. Gloss black powder coated Spec-R 
manifold heat shield. Gloss silver powder coated cam covers. 
Saxsport three-inch oval full stainless-steel exhaust system.

TRANSMISSION 
Front-wheel drive, five-speed manual gearbox, open differential.

BRAKES 
Standard Saxo VTS brakes with 247mm discs.

SUSPENSION 
1997 Saxo VTS suspension with MacPherson struts, coil springs, 
19mm front anti-roll bar, wish-bones, torsion bar and 22mm anti-roll 
bar to the rear.

WHEELS & TYRES  
Refurbished 1997 Saxo VTS 14-inch alloy wheels with 185/55/
HR14 Michelin tyres.

EXTERIOR 
1997 Saxo VTS exterior with VT body kit, year specific front grill, 
wing mirrors and 16v badges. Optional extra dealer-fitted MK1 VTS 
spoiler. Period pre-2001 Charles Wright number plates. 

INTERIOR 
Full original 1997 Saxo VTS interior with grey analogue instrument 
dials, top glovebox, carpets, keypad immobiliser, rubber mats 
and netted storage parcel shelf. Upgraded Alpine CD player and 
Rockford Fosgate door speakers throughout.

Thanks..... 
I’d like to thank Reef Paint shop, Southwick, Wiltshire, Turners 
Powder Coating Services, Melksham, Wiltshire, Danny Whitty, Matt 
Wills and Zac Jiggins for their continuous help and knowledge. And, 
last but not least, my wife Emily for putting up with everything the 
car has thrown at me.





We would like to introduce Chase Sharpe. 
Chase is 10 years old and at the time 
of this magazine going to print, he was 
prepping for his 2nd race of 2021, in Round 
1 of the CKC (Cadet Kart Championship) 
at Whilton Mill. Chase has been karting 
since he was 6 years old, racing at his 
local track, Stretton, then in the BirelArt 
Series, which then became the Daniel 
Ricciardo Series, created and supported 
by the F1 racer himself. He will be racing 
his Zip Honda Cadet kart this year in the 
Stretton Sprint Series as well as the CKC 
and UK Kart Series. 

Chase is also a member of the JSCC Young 
Ones, an initiative from the Junior Saloon 
Car Championship, giving drivers that 
aren’t old enough to race (14 years old) 
the chance to drive the Citroën Saxo’s in 
a controlled environment, getting expert 
coaching and in readiness for joining the 
series. From a race car family, where his 
Father, Uncle and Grandpa still actively 
race classic MG’s, Chase has always 

wanted to get into race cars as soon as 
possible, so being part of the Young Ones 
as well as his Karting escapades, will 
certainly make sure he is ready to join the 
series. 

When we caught up with Chase and his 
Father, Henry, they were attending the 
JSCC Scholarship, where one lucky driver 
walked away with a fully paid season in 
a Saxo! “We are very looking forward to 
2021. Not only is Chase back in his kart, 
feeling positive and confident, but we 
also have our own Saxo, ready to use on 
the Young Ones days with the JSCC” said 
Henry. Although only 10, it’s not a rare 
occurrence for younger drivers to start 
testing the race cars from 12-14 years 
old, to get to grips with driving them, 
their vastly more powerful engines and 
full circuit race car spec. Racing at all the 
big UK tracks, like Silverstone, Donington, 
Brands Hatch to name a few, the series 
caters for 14-17 year olds, in equal 
machines, battling it out on track. 

Their reason to buy a Saxo, to use in the 
Young Ones, came about in February last 
year, when Chase became quite possibly 
the youngest driver to drive around Croft 
circuit, Darlington, when he was chosen 
to take part in a test, at the infancy of the 
Young Ones initiative. Chase absolutely 
loved it and a Saxo was bought, with 
Damar Tools becoming headline sponsor. 
There will be various outings in the JSCC 
Young Ones this year and we have it on 
great authority, Chase can’t wait! The 
Young Ones is a gamechanger and 
Chase is loving it, said Henry. The idea 
is get the kids at one with driving a race 
Saxo, ready for them to join the JSCC 
grid. It’s an amazing opportunity and 
one we grasped with both hands, as it’s 
where Chase wants to race when he is 
old enough. 

Chase was quick to praise the support 
he is getting from Damar Tools and 
PFC Magazine, which helps to support 
his race season, and as anyone knows, 
Motorsport is expensive, so we are happy 
to have Chase’s corner and support him 
fully in his current and future motorsport 
endeavours. Chase and Henry also 
wanted to take this opportunity to 
thank his headline sponsors, Racetruck, 
Absolute Alignment, UK Towbars and 
Damar Tools, as well as his other sponsors, 
which can be found on his website.

From all of us at PFC, we want to wish 
Chase the very best of luck in his Kart and 
Saxo. He will be writing various articles for 
the magazine so you can keep up with his 
progress throughout the year.

If you want to find out more about Chase, 
visit:

ChaseSharpe.com
or Facebook/Instagram - Chaseyboy26.

INTRODUCING
INTRODUCING

CHASE SHARPE
CHASE SHARPE
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Junior Saloon Car team once again put 
on a very impressive scholarship at 
Stafford Driving Centre with a strong 
entrant of 25 incredibly talented up-
and-coming drivers. The entrants were 
put through their paces with a driving 
assessment, fitness test, media interview 
and an auto test session. The standard 
of competitors was the highest the JSCC 
team has ever seen, Vickie MacClinton 
“I’ve been blown away with the ability of 
all the scholarship entrants this year and 

the final decision was difficult. I believe 
our scholarship winner, Chloe Grant was 
the best candidate on the day and I look 
forward to working with her throughout 
her journey.” On winning the scholarship 
our winner, Chloe Grant exclaimed
“It was a great experience, everyone was 
very friendly, lots of fun!”

“The prize is incredible and a once in a 
lifetime opportunity! The tuition I’ll be getting 
and to have a season of this in incredible!”

Chloe’s parents, Mike and Sharon said 
“I never realised how good she was, 
the single must prominent memory for 
me was listening to Vickie MacClinton‘s 
feedback and hearing how good she 
was. The feedback from the instructors 
at the end of the day, and other people 
on the grid trickled in through the end of 
the day.”

We look forward to our 2021 season 
kicking off at Cadwell Park. ◙

MOTORSPORT NEWSMOTORSPORT NEWS
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Single-make racing is exactly what it sounds like, and the appeal 
lies in its absolute simplicity: take one racetrack, add a bundle 
of identical cars and race them. Compared to open and multi-
marque categories, where cars and their relative speeds can 
vary widely, single-make series give every racer a shot at victory. 
Whether you’re a young professional fighting for a Grand Prix 
future in Formula 4  or a wealthy enthusiast trying your hand at 
the Ferrari Challenge, one model grids offer close racing and 
podiums filled with the best driven, best prepared machines.

Renault has more experience with the single-make format than 
most. The French manufacturer debuted a domestic series for 
Renault 8 Gordini saloon cars in 1966, before exporting the idea 
to Great Britain in 1974 with the Renault 5 TL. Almost every year 
since has seen grids of perfectly-matched hot hatches fly around 
UK racetracks, the original TL giving way to the TS, the GT Turbo 
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STRAIGHT TO 
THE TOP

Renault’s Clio Cup gives drivers the chance to prove their worth. 
New series entrant Student Motorsport will give other aspiring 

motorsport professionals the chance to do the same.
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and then almost three decades of Clios. The series is back 
for 2020 – and this time drivers will strap into the brand 
new Clio V Cup. 

THE CAR
Based off the recently released Clio V road car, the new 
Cup racer provides an accessible platform for amateur 
and junior drivers who might be new to car racing. The 
bodyshell is borrowed from the Clio R.S. Line, gaining 
quick release bonnet pins, a modest rear spoiler and a 
cabin-cooling roof vent for life on track, while the 1330cc 
turbocharged inline-four is familiar from the Clio TCe 130. 
Modified cooling and a custom-tuned Life Racing ECU 
lift peak outputs by 50bhp and 44lb-ft over the road car, 
taking the headline figures to 180bhp and 221lb-ft. In a car 
that weighs 1040kg, that’s sure to shift. 

Handling also treads the line between standard, easily 
replaceable road car parts and on-track ability. The front 
MacPherson axle and rear H-beam come straight off the 
forecourt but the non-adjustable dampers are sourced 
from French sports car specialists Bos and the 17-inch 
rims wear Michelin slick or competition wet tyres. A full, 
welded rollcage, bucket seats and harnesses stray further 
from the road car for safety’s sake. The transmission is a 
pure performance unit too, using a Sachs clutch and 
ZF mechanical limited-slip differential to support a five-
speed Sadev ST-82 gearbox. It might only have five-
speeds but its push-pull operation is whipcrack fast. And 
all that for £31,560 before VAT.

Historically tied to the British Touring Car Championship 
support race package, this year Clio Cup UK is striking 
out with a new seven-race calendar. Five of those race 
weekends will run as part of the British GT Championship 
– introducing the hatchback racers to Silverstone, 
Snetterton, Donington and the daunting Brands Hatch GP 

circuit – and two will jet the cars and drivers 
over to Europe. The Magny-Cours and 
Barcelona events won’t be the racers’ only 
chance to compete on the international 
stage, either: Renaultsport is also inviting 
Clio racers from across Europe to compete 
in a bonus Clio Cup Open event at the 

French Grand Prix. 

THE TEAM
New team Student Motorsport wants to 
take the schoolroom environment of Clio 
Cup even further. While dozens of racing 
drivers use the tintop category to learn their 
craft, John Paul Latham and his Student 
Motorsport initiative will use the Renault 
series to provide training throughout the 
team structure. From mechanics to media 
relations experts, Student Motorsport aims 
to offer hands-on experience for students 
and recent graduates who are just starting 
out in the racing industry.

The concept has already placed 

RENAULT CLIO CUP



aspiring workers with pre-existing teams throughout 
the UK and Europe, but the 2020 Clio Cup should allow 
John Paul to work on a much larger scale. Student 
Motorsport will run as a fully professional team, complete 
with an experienced lead mechanic, second mechanic, 
data engineer and driving coach, giving students an 
unparalleled ability to learn about all aspects of the sport. 

“We plan to give an educational environment that does 
things at an even higher level than might otherwise happen 
in this series,” he explains, “that means we’ll have more 
team members, we’ll record more data and we’ll run a very 
tight ship. This isn’t just students tinkering with a car: we’re 

in a unique position to offer relevant and worthwhile work 
placements in motorsport. Running a racing team is a key 
part of that and we’ll carefully rotate students through the 
available positions.”

The focus won’t be limited to the pitlane. In recognition of the 
mutli-faceted requirements of modern motorsport, Student 
Motorsport will offer shadowing opportunities in a diverse 
array of areas. “Motorsport isn’t just about four wheels and 
spanners any more: it’s far more diverse. We’ll have people 
working with our media team and with me as the team 
manager, plus possibly an internet TV channel too. The 
number of areas to consider is endless!” 

College of West Anglia 
- Kart Restoration 

Presentation Day 2014

CWA Motorsport Season 
End - Mini Challenge 

2017 (Students)
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Students will also benefit from working with drivers at different stages of their careers. Student Motorsport 
has signed experienced GT4 racer Ben Wallace to drive one of the Clios, and is currently assessing applications 
for a second and more junior driver. “Ben brings a lot of knowledge and can win races to get our name out there 
but we want somebody younger for the other car, somebody who’ll need coaching and can develop alongside 
the team.” 

Skill enhancement is the main focus of Student Motorsport and the team will use Clio Cup UK to fill the gap 
between textbook theory and professional work. “We hear frustrations from motorsport recruiters than candidates 
don’t have the relevant experience to go with their education, so we aim to provide that extra step. People talk about 
skills being lost and we want to prevent that by increasing involvement and success. It’s all about training the next 
generation.” And there’s nowhere better to hone those talents than the cut-and-thrust of Clio Cup. ■

UWTSD Motorsport 
Conference 2018

Wild Tracks - Karting 
Restoration Project

RENAULT CLIO CUP

   PERFORMANCE FRENCH CARS 033



Peugeot may not have invented the hot hatch, 
but the firm has had the lion’s share of top-
class contenders. The 205 GTi was revered 
in its 1980s heyday and is just as warmly 
regarded now, whether in 105 and 115bhp 1.6 
or 128bhp 1.9 litre guise. A successor wasn’t 
guaranteed for the 205 range though. Instead, 
the French manufacturer banked on the 106 
and 306 to cater for hatchback buyers of the 
early 1990s. Drivers thought otherwise and the 
bold, curvaceous 206 breezed in belatedly on 
November 5th 1998 to fill the gap. The front-
wheel drive platform was brand new but it 
wasn’t a done deal that a replacement GTi 
would follow. Luckily, it wasn’t long before one 
materialised. 

The 206 GTi hit UK showrooms on 1st June 1999. 
Built at Peugeot’s Ryton plant in Coventry, the 
hotshot 206 sported a new 2.0-litre 16 valve EW10J4 
four-pot under its twin-vented bonnet, good for 
138bhp, 130mph and 0-62mph in 8.4 seconds.

WILD CATS

WORDS: RICHARD GOODING     PHOTOS: PEUGEOT

The 206 GTi turned 21 years old in 2020. Performance French Cars 
discovers how this Peugeot hot hatch came of age. 

PEUGEOT 206 GTI



Also fitted to the 406 saloon, the engine 
hits it 140lb-ft torque peak at 4100rpm. 
A five-speed gearbox puts the power 
down through the front wheels, which 
are tamed by a 20mm anti-roll bar. It’s 
got a 22mm counterpart at the rear, 
an anti-lock braking system, and disc 
brakes all-round too. The larger and 
well respected 306 GTi-6 donates its 
power steering system. 

Pert and pretty the basic 206 might be 
but the GTi adds some extra sass. Front 
wings 10mm wider than the originals 
cover 15-inch multi-spoke rims and set 
off the bumper’s fog lamps and larger 
central air intake. Smoother-lensed 
headlights, ‘crystal’ side repeaters, 
gloss black door mirrors, a chrome 
exhaust finisher and a smattering of 
GTi badges finish the look. A metallic-
finished instrument bezel, alloy pedals 
and gear lever and a pair of sports 
seats give a motorsport feel inside. 
Alcantara, leather and woven velvet 
add a luxurious raciness befitting of 
a range-topper, while a four speaker 
RDS radio with steering wheel controls 
ensure the 206 GTi is in tune with the 
target demographic of younger drivers. 
At £13,995 it was good value too, asking 
the same price as the more sensible 
but less powerful 123bhp Volkswagen 
Polo GTI.

Motorsport success was also in 
Peugeot’s sights. After enjoying huge 
Group B success with the bewinged 
and mid-engined 205 T16 in the 1980s, 
the company couldn’t resist a new 
World Rally Championship campaign 
with its latest hot hatch. Take a look at 
our special sub-section to learn more. 
To make the competition car a reality, 
the company first had to build a road-
going model with some of the rally car’s 
key features. Enter the 206 GT. 

Using the same engine as the GTi – and 
actually unveiled one month earlier – 
the rally replica is slightly longer than 
its mainstream sibling, measuring the 
same four metres in length as the WRC 
car for homologation purposes. That’s 
up from 3.83 metres for the standard 

206. The 206 Grand Tourisme’s bigger, 
fibreglass-reinforced bumpers add 
the extra length, while a machined 
aluminium fuel filler cap and nine-
spoke 16-inch alloys mark out the 
special edition. Each of the £15,695 cars 
also wears its production number on a 
B-pillar-mounted aluminium plaque. 
Available in a single shade of metallic 
silver, 4,000 206 GTs were produced, 
with only 600 sent to the UK. Strangely, 
the GT is slightly less sprightly than its 
GTi sister and sprints to 62mph half a 
second slower. Its top speed is 1mph 
down on its shorter sibling too.

“the company couldn’t 
resist a new World Rally 

Championship campaign with 
its latest hot hatch”

PEUGEOT 206 GTI
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In any and every specification, it 
hadn’t taken long for the 206 range to 
capture the public’s imagination and 
by September 1999 500,000 had been 
built. The one million car milestone 
arrived less than a year later, in June 
2000, while Peugeot’s Ryton factory 
celebrated the production of 500,000 
British-built 206s in September 2001.

As a new millennium dawned, so 
did a raft of more powerful pocket 
rockets. The 170bhp Renaultsport Clio 
172 and 197bhp Honda Civic Type R 
upped the noughties hot hatch pace 
but Peugeot wouldn’t take long to 
respond. In September 2002, the 206 

GTi 180 roared into view. Billed as ‘the 
most powerful British lion’, the 180 
packed a 177bhp punch. That power 
figure translates to 180PS in metric 
horsepower, giving the model its name. 
Performance jumped to match, the 180 
devouring the 0-62mph dash in just 7.1 
seconds and scampering on to a top 
speed of 143mph. The 2.0-litre engine’s 
variable valve timing ensures effective 
torque is developed throughout the rev 
range and the 180 develops its 149lb-ft 
peak at 4750rpm. 

In keeping with its startling 
performance, the GTi 180 has more 
alluring looks to pull in the hot hatch 

PEUGEOT 206 GTIPEUGEOT 206 GTI
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driving crowds. Outside, 17-inch five-
spoke ‘Atlantic’ alloy wheels wrapped 
in gumball 205/40R 17 rubber are the 
immediate visual highlight, along with 
a rear spoiler, twin chrome exhausts, 
and body-coloured bumper and 
flank rubbing strips. Available in four 
eye-popping colours – Aegean Blue, 
Aluminium, Flamenco Red, and Onyx 
Black – the GTi 180 is a smart-looking 
machine, marked out by a small red 
‘180’ under the GTi badge. An official 
‘Sports’ accessory pack cashed in on 
the contemporary Max Power styling 
craze, a twin headlight conversion and 
huge rear wing adding extreme visual 
clout.

Racing style sports seats embrace 
the 180 driver inside and the chrome-
ringed instruments gain a leather-
covered binnacle with contrasting 
stitching. An aluminium gear knob 
and pedals imbue a sporty tone, with 

‘micro-carbon’ texturing on the centre 
console and door mirrors reinforcing the 
competition feel. Drivers of the hottest 
206 are treated to comfort upgrades 
too. Standard kit includes automatic 
lights and wipers, a six CD autochanger, 
climate control, electrically-folding 
mirrors, a heat-reflective windscreen 
and a luggage net in the boot, ideal to 
tie down the weekly shop when you’re 
cornering on three wheels! 

It’s not all about looks. Peugeot also 
improved roadholding with modified 
front suspension geometry and stiffer 
springs at the front, and the rear 
suspension gained tie roads to ensure 
back axle stability. An electronic 
stability programme with traction and 
directional control keeps the GTi 180 
on the straight and narrow – though it 
can be turned off – and a five-speed 
gearbox with a shorter throw adds to 
the fun. Named the RC in Europe, the 
GTi 180 went on sale in the UK in early 
2003 with a £15,195 asking price. Along 
with the original 206 GTi – which was 
still in production – the new model 
returned Peugeot to the two tier hot 
hatch approach previously seen with 
the 205 1.6 and 1.9 GTis.
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Performance isn’t the sole preserve of petrol-powered 
206s. Taking its lead from the 205 Dturbo, the hot 206 
family gained a black pump-sipping member in 2004 
in the shape of the GTi HDi 110. The GTi HDi used the 
same 107bhp four-cylinder diesel as its lower-specced 
Sport HDi relative and appeared to offer the best of both 
worlds, with tub-thumping 180lb-ft performance and 9.1 
seconds to 62mph, as well as 58.9mpg economy. What 
wasn’t there to like? Perhaps its more powerful rivals. 
The £13,770 GTi HDi 110 was up against the 127bhp SEAT 
Ibiza FR TDI 130, as well as the Skoda Fabia vRS and 
Volkswagen Polo GT, both of which featured the same 
engine as the Spanish car. 

By June 2005, five million 206s had been built over 
just seven years. It took the 205 15 years to reach the 
same milestone. Four months later, only the GTi 180 
and GTi HDi 110 remained in the 206 GTi range, when 
the standard model was dropped. The 138bhp four-
cylinder of the withdrawn car had also appeared in the 
206 Coupé Cabriolet since the open-top’s 2000 arrival. 
Equipped with an electronically controlled folding metal 

roof, the cute 206 CC occupied the same niche as the earlier 
205 CTI. 
British buyers really understood the 206: the UK was the 
model’s second-biggest market outside France and it 
enjoyed the honour of being our country’s best-selling retail 
car for three consecutive years between 2001 and 2003. 
With successful 206 production lines in factories as far afield 
as the UK, Brazil and Iran, its successor had a lot to live up 
to. The Peugeot 207 arrived in June 2006 and hot 147bhp GT 
and 174bhp GTi versions appeared a few months later, their 
turbocharged engines co-developed with BMW and shared 
with fast MINI models. 

The 206 is the fastest-selling car in the Peugeot’s 124-
year history and, while the standard GTi lacked some of 
the fizz possessed by the iconic 205, the hot model is still 
great fun. Better still, the GTi 180 additions put some of 
the ‘wild’ back into wildcat. An often forgotten range of 
sports hatches, the 206 GTi 180 and accompanying WRC 
adventures prove that the Peugeot lion can be a little 
untamed when it wants to. ■
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Whether ripping up tree-lined tracks or pounding 
through deserts on the Dakar, rallying surges 

through the halls at Peugeot Sport. The 500bhp-
plus, mega-power 205 T16 dominated the World 

Rally Championship during the 1980s, scoring 
titles in 1985 and 1986, before taking two wins 

at the Paris-Dakar endurance event in 1987 and 
1988. The 405 T16 and 306 Maxi continued 

Peugeot’s success streak in the years that 
followed. 

Then came the 206 WRC. Designed as the 205 
T16’s stage rallying successor, the wide-arched 
wonder debuted in early 1998 as a wild concept 
study. The racer had been developed alongside 

the production 206 and made its debut World 
Rally appearance on 7th May 1999 at the Tour 
de Corse. Several mechanical components are 
derived from the road car – including the main 
body structure, front chassis and suspension, 

engine block and cylinder head – but the WRC 
206 also benefits from four-wheel 
drive and a six-speed sequential 
gearbox. Together, they help put 
300bhp and 368lb-ft of torque to 

the tarmac.

Embarking on his first full 
season in top tier rallying, Finnish 

sensation Marcus Grönholm 
teamed up with the 206 WRC 

to create an unstoppable force 
in 2000. Grönholm took four 

rally wins and the WRC drivers’ 
championship and Peugeot lifted 

the manufacturers’ title. With 
the help of rallying luminaries 

Didier Auriol and Richard 
Burns, the firm took two more 

manufacturers’ championships in 
2001 and 2002. Grönholm kept 

getting faster too, taking another 
drivers’ championship and five 

rally wins in 2002. ◙

FELINE FINE: 206 WRCFELINE FINE: 206 WRC







Attitude pops from every corner, each angle smoking 
with a level of aggression no factory-built hot hatch ever 
achieves. Maybe it’s the gloss black, 76mm air inlet that 
sits on the bumper assembly like a beauty spot. Perhaps 
it’s the lower ride height that pulses the arches onto one 
of several sets of premium, track ready alloys. Most likely, 
it’s the colour scheme that’s got you staring. A slash that 
runs from cheek to cheek, the acid green highlight keys 
with the interior detailing and offers an insight into owner 
Matt Dennis’ automotive history. He hasn’t always been a 
Renault man.

A lifelong car nut and a talented mechanic, Matt has 
dabbled in all corners of the German performance 
world but there’s something the four BMW E46 M3s, a 
pair of hollering, 400 horsepower Audi RS4s and two 
flat-six Porsches simply can’t provide. He wanted the 
honest aggression of a hot hatch. He went to Ford and 
an Ultimate Green Mk2 Focus RS for the answer, building 
the car to Stage 3 specification and hitting the track. The 
straight five machine didn’t quite meet his needs… and 
now only its harnesses and splashes of its searing colour 
remain.

“It was time to get a car that was great straight out of the 
box,” he explains, “and people kept recommending the 
Megane RS250. I thought it was a great idea – I could 
just keep it stock. Guess how that’s turned out!” Two 
years on, the Megane looks more race ready than some 
competition cars. A CCF fibreglass bonnet drops weight, 
external bonnet catches add aggression and a fabric rear 
tow strap adds trackday practicality but these tweaks are 
merely appetisers for a pair of race-proven aerodynamic 
additions. 

Look up and you’ll see the genuine rear spoiler from a Clio 
3 Cup racer, making Matt’s intentions clear and balancing 
out a custom Pro Line front splitter. Constructed from the 
self-same 12mm bargeboard used by British Touring Car 
racers and reinforced with steel billet bracing, the lip is 
strong enough to stamp on. This 250 is the real thing. 

It all started with a rollcage. Barely two weeks after the 
Megane arrived, Gosling Racing Independent Design 
got in touch with Matt. The fabrication firm was aiming 
to develop a bolt-in rear rollcage for the 250 and he was 
more than happy to offer up his 2010 machine. Fully TIG 
welded and boasting crossover and harness bars, the 
Ultimate Green fruit of their labours kicked the project 
into life. “It became a slippery slope,” Matt explains, “I 
had a standard car with a rollcage and… well… I had to 
do something about that.” Wheel and tyre upgrades 
appeared just a few weeks later.

Race circuit drama quickly forced another change. 
During the car’s first trackday, Matt flew into Brands 
Hatch’s freefalling Paddock Hill bend at pace only to feel 
the brake pedal fall into the floor. “That was exciting,” he 
laughs, “I just about got the nose turned in and rammed 
it into third. You don’t want to go straight on at Paddock… 
and somehow we made it round.” A seized brake nipple 
was the culprit: it had prevented Matt and his friends 
from bleeding the system, precipitating the near disaster. 
New Brembo calipers instantly became priority number 
one. They join a set of other alterations which include 
Godspeed 340mm G-hook discs and Pagid RSL 1 pads 
on the front axle, Brembo High Carbon discs and Pagid 
RSL 29 pads at the rear and HEL braided brake lines 
throughout. 

One final brake system change came more recently – 
and it’s something even the most diligent Renaultsport 
fan would struggle to spot. Working deep within the 
front assembly, Matt has trimmed down the plastic 
crossmembers that sit behind the model’s daytime 
running lights and cut away a limited section of the 
bumper to make space for a network of ducts and 52mm 
piping that takes fresh air straight to the front brakes. The 
change has been further complicated by the location of 
windscreen washer bottle. As standard, the component 
blocks Matt’s planned from the bumper to brake discs, so 
he’s carefully worked a half crescent recess into its shape 
to create the clear air flow the Megane enjoys today. 
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CORNER CARVER
There’s more to the perfect build than power,  

as Matt Dennis’ 250 Cup proves.



RENAULTSPORT MEGANE 250 CUP
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Searching for the ultimate in on-track performance, 
Matt has also channelled substantial investment into 
the suspension. The Megane was the first British 250 
to gain a set of BC Racing BR Series coilovers – a high 
specification kit with adjustable height, rebound and 
compression settings and monotube dampers – and 
Matt is more than satisfied with the results. “You can’t 
beat the BR Series for the money,” he says, “you get 
camber plates as standard and they’re very well built.” 
BC also allows buyers to select their spring stiffness. 
At ten kilograms weight on the front axle and seven 
kilos at the rear, Matt’s Megane couldn’t be any stiffer.

There was no way this Renault was stopping there. 
“I literally spent the next year playing around with 
suspension settings,” Matt continues, “the local 
alignment place got to the point where they were just 
waving me straight onto the ramps!” The 250 now runs 
an aggressive 2.4 degrees of negative camber at the 
front wheels, a shimmed 1.5 degrees at the rear and 
modest amounts of positive toe all-round. A SuperPro 
18mm adjustable anti-roll bar provides one final level 
of customisation. The tech might sound complex but 
any fast driver can appreciate the results. “It’s night 
and day,” grins Matt, “Meganes have a lot of turn-in 
roll as standard but, with mine, now it’s nothing more 
than a little loading up. Personally, that’s what I like.”

As corner speeds swell, it’s ever more important 
that Matt has the driving environment to match. 
The Megane now features a pair of Recaro Pole 
Position seats with custom harnesses, a Sabelt 
330mm steering wheel and a high-rise, short travel 
ZeroPointOne shifter. It’s a recent addition and one 
Matt adores. “It’s lovely, smooth and so short. It just 
slides into gear. The shifter has to be my favourite 
modification on the entire car.” The race ready theme 
continues with a flocked dashboard, fitted to reduce 
glare, and a set of Cartek shift lights, to make sure 
Matt never clips the rev limiter.

The additions are eye grabbers but the cabin is most 
noteworthy for its extensive subtractions. Starting 
with the aim of losing 41 kilograms – the weight of 
a full tank of super unleaded – Matt has worked 
tirelessly to trim mass from the Megane. “It’s two kilos 
here, three kilos there but it all adds up!” Through 
pulling out the rear bench, binning the internal rear 
panels, gutting the doors and stripping the sound 
deadening, he’s surpassed his goal and shrunk the 
kerbweight by a full 71 kilos.

Functionality mixes with flair in the wheel arches: 
the Megane rocks no fewer than five wheel and tyre 
combinations, depending on the task at hand. These 
range from OZ Superleggeras with Michelin Pilot 
Sport 4s for the road, through EVO Corses with Toyo 
R888R semi-slicks to ATS GTR alloys with aggressive 
Nankang AR-1 cut slicks for trackday action. 
When Matt wants to go faster still, he bolts on OZ 
Superturismos with British Touring Car specification 
slicks or Renault Tibors with BTCC wet weather tyres. 
“It’s just unreal in the rain,” he smiles, “add those tyres 
and it’s like legal cheating it’s so fast.” The swap didn’t 
come without hard work: only the Tibors offer a high 
enough offset to squeeze the race rubber under the 
wheel arches. 

Straight lane speed has never been a priority for this 
Megane but that doesn’t mean the inline four remains 
entirely standard. “The stock 247bhp is okay but you 
don’t need to spend a lot of money to get past 300 
horsepower,” says Matt. An ITG panel air filter, AIRTEC 
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“The shifter has to be my 
favourite modification on 

the entire car - it just slides 
into gear.”
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CUP CONSIDERATIONS
Renaultsport offered two distinct trim levels for 
the Megane 250 – and the choice between them 
can be tough! The more luxurious Sport offers 
electrically adjustable front seats, leather 
upholstery, climate control and keyless start, 
alongside various features – like cruise control 
and parking sensors – that appear on all 250s. 
It’s a great choice for daily use but committed 
drivers might prefer the Cup package. It does 
without many interior niceties but gains a limited 
slip differential, model specific dampers, stiffer 
springs, bigger anti-roll bars and grooved brake 
discs. Can’t choose? There is a third way. For 
a small premium, Renaultsport would combine 
the Cup chassis with the Sport interior and 
throw in a pair of otherwise optional Recaro 
front seats to sweeten the deal. And no matter 
which option you choose, the Megane 250 is 
still a hot hatch icon!

RENAULTSPORT MEGANE 250 CUP



Motorsport Stage 2 intercooler and exhaust 
mid box delete pushed power to 299bhp 
early in the build, before Matt decided to 
explore a little further in 2019.
Power now stands at 318bhp and 345lb-
ft of torque, figures achieved with an 
Engine Dynamics custom software 
calibration that focuses on repeatable, 
dependable performance. It’s supported by 
a GT Performance 76mm catback exhaust 
system and a ProPerfekt recirculation valve, 
alongside a K-Tec Racing single mass 
flywheel. A Powerflex Black Series engine 
mount and silicone turbo and boost pipes 
complete the transformation, working to 
keep the F4Rt robust.

Detail dominates Matt’s build and he’s still 
not done. Oil and radiator coolers are on 
the way, both changes designed to retain 
the car’s robust nature, while a flat floor 
will add even more aerodynamic efficiency. 
Other additions will reinforce the Megane’s 
clubsport ethos. 
A full weld-in rollcage is in the planning 
stages, Matt and his friends workshopping 
how best to increase body stiffness without 
losing usability, and a naked carbon fibre 
gearshifter will soon replace the current 
custom device. 

One thing there won’t be is more boost. 
“People always ask why I haven’t put a larger 
turbo on it yet,” says Matt, “but it doesn’t need 
one! It’ll already embarrass a lot of more 
expensive machinery.” He’s not kidding. With 
BTCC-specification slicks fitted, the 250 
can turn out 54 second laps on the Brands 
Hatch Indy circuit. It just goes to show: speed 
doesn’t always equal power. ■
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“People always ask why I haven’t 
put a larger turbo on it yet, but it 

just doesn’t need one.”
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TECH SPEC

Renaultsport Megane 250 Cup
ENGINE 
Renaultsport Megane 250 2.0-litre F4Rt turbocharged inline 
four with ITG induction kit, ProPerfekt recirculation valve, GT 
Performance silicone turbo and boost pipes, AIRTEC Motorsport 
Stage 2 intercooler, GT Performance 70mm catback exhaust 
system, CGR decat, genuine Renault replacement thermostat, 
genuine Renault replacement intake temperature sensor, Engine 
Dynamics custom software calibration.

POWER 
318bhp and 345lb-ft, dyno tested.

TRANSMISSION 
Renaultsport Megane 250 six-speed manual, Renaultsport 
original Cup limited-slip differential, genuine Renault replacement 
clutch, genuine Renault replacement slave cylinder, K-Tec Racing 
lightweight flywheel.

BRAKES 
340mm Godspeed two-piece G hook front discs with Brembo 
calipers and Pagid RSL 1 brake pads (front), Brembo high carbon 
discs and Pagid RSL 29 pads (rear), HEL braided brake lines and 
Castrol React SRF brake fluid throughout.

SUSPENSION 
BC Racing BR Series coilovers with adjustable camber, adjustable 
bound and ten kilogram front and seven kilogram spring weights, 
SuperPro 18mm adjustable rear anti-roll bar, uprated upper and 
lower swivel joints, uprated lower ball joints, rear camber shims.

WHEELS & TYRES OZ 
Superleggera 18x8 ET45 alloys with Michelin Pilot Sport 4 
235/40/18 tyres (road), ATS GTR 17x9 alloys with Nankang AR-1 
255/40/17 front and 235/45/17 rear tyres (track), EVO Corse 
18x8 inch alloys with Toyo R888R 235/40/18 tyres (track), OZ 
Superturismo LMS alloys 18x9 alloys with BTCC 245/660/18 
slicks (dry track), Renault ‘Tibor’ 18x8.25 alloys with BTCC 
245/660/18 wets (wet track).

EXTERIOR 
Renaultsport Megane 250 body with CCF fibreglass bonnet, CCF 
bonnet aero catches, Pro Line custom front splitter, Renaultsport 
Clio 3 Cup racer rear spoiler, ZeroPointOne front tow strap, LUKE 
custom rear tow strap, Revotec 76mm air inlet recessed into 
front bumper, custom front brake ducts mounted in front bumper, 
headlights tinted black, all badges refinished in black, roof 
wrapped matte black.

INTERIOR 
Partially stripped cabin with internal door trim, rear bench, rear 
seatbelt, sound deadening, rear speaker and rear plastic panel 
delete, door cards trimmed, GRID bolt-in rear rollcage in Ultimate 
Green, Recaro Pole Position bucket seats with custom Ultimate 
Green harnesses, K-Tec Racing subframes, Sabelt 330mm 
steering wheel, custom ZeroPointOne extended gearshifter, 
Cartek gearshift lights, custom handbrake gaiter and armrest in 
black alcantara with lime green stitching, custom K-Tec Racing 
black and lime green boot mat, flocked dashboard, custom Volant 
Technologies horn button, lightweight battery.

THANKS TO… 
A big thank you to Terry from ZeroPointOne technologies, a 
group of us the #Back2Burg boys who’ve helped me, Steve from 
Tailormadedecals.
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IT AIN’T 
MELLOW

When battling with your workmate to build the superior vehicle, 
would you opt for French or German as the starting point?



Friendly rivalry goes a long way in the workshop. It ups the 
ante and pushes promising builds towards even better 
results. For Tom Clarke – one of the in-house petrolheads 
at UK detailing supremos Meguiar’s – a competition with 
workmate Dale Masterman to create the most attention-
grabbing project imaginable has produced the most 
famous Renault 5 on the current show scene. Aside from 
Jamie Shaw’s Ali G devoted specimen – does anyone else 
remember Carisma? – we’re racking our brains trying to 
think of any other R5 that’s grabbed more headlines in the 
last decade. 

The buzz is well deserved and it’s all thanks to Meguiar’s 
YouTube channel, where Tom and Dale chronicled 

every stage of a face-off that pitched a classic 1971 
Mercedes W114 saloon against this wide-arched 

GT Turbo. “My second car was a Renault 5 
Turbo, but I ploughed all of my money 

into insuring that, so I had unfinished 
business as I never got the chance 

to modify it,” Tom told us. “This 
car really was a chance for me 

to relive my teenage 
d r e a m s . ”  

 

Readers with a strong knowledge of Renault heritage may 
have already spotted the numberplate and started asking 
questions… but there’s a lot more to this build than meets 
the eye.

Tom first jumped into tracking down his adolescent 
automotive adolescent fantasy back in 2018, and the initial 
plan was very different to the Renault we see today. While 
Dale had set his heart on transforming a standard Mercedes 
into a clean, seventies-style cruiser, Tom was aiming to 
go the other way and take a modified GT Turbo back to 
standard. A perfectly restored car would be cool, there’s 
no doubt, but Tom’s stance soon started to change. Before 
long, nineties excess was deemed the better direction 
for the project, pleasing the crowds and preserving Tom’s 
sanity!

Finding the right car provided the first challenge. The 
problem with searching for a half decent GT Turbo was 
that, in Tom’s words, “They simply don’t exist. There was a 
chasm between the pristine, fully restored examples and 
the absolute rotters: there was literally no middle ground 
to choose from.” And that was a problem was. While Tom 
wanted a relatively solid starting point, he didn’t want 

something that was so perfect it didn’t need any work. 
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A couple of viewings followed, and then 
a Skeete Corsa widebodied GT Turbo 
appeared in Wales. It seemed to fit the 
bill but beauty was only skin deep… 
“Once we got it back to the workshop at 
Reflex Autodesign and hoisted it onto a 
ramp it soon became clear that it was 
shot to pieces. I sort of expected that 
because I got it as ‘cheap’ as possible 
in order to restore it, but I just loved the 
nineties vibe of all the widebody bits 
and the split rims.” 

The further the guys probed, the worse 
the Renault seemed. “It really was only 
any good as a sieve,” Tom continues, 
“it was the worst car I’ve ever seen 
that wasn’t in a scrapyard. My mate 
Phil always joked that I should take a 
magnet with me when looking at them, 
and he was right!” With the Turbo shell 
more or less condemned before it had 
even left the ramp, a new plan of attack 
was required. 

Honestly, it’s easier to list what didn’t 
need welding than what did. “We swept 
up more of this car than we ended up 
repairing.” Inner and outer sills, jacking 
points, floor panels, wings, inner 

window channels, the dash top, the 
scuttle panel, the roof…  The list just 
went on, not forgetting that most of the 
body kit also needed rectification work 
or replacement. “The kit was probably 
fitted to an already rusty shell anyway, 
so logically there was only one sensible 
next step,” Tom explains. 

That solution was to call upon the 
later, M-plate Renault 5 Campus that 
Tom had previously purchased as a 
donor parts vehicle. A one lady owner 
car with just 52,000 miles, the basic 
supermini was in far better condition 
than its go-faster sibling. Gutting the 
Campus confirmed that the shell 

was solid, so Tom started swapped 
over every viable Turbo part from the 
widebodied colander. The GT Turbo 
engine, suspension and gearbox 
were all whipped out and Tom started 
recommissioning what parts he could 
from the totalled Skeete car. It makes 
for great viewing but it can’t have been 
easy.

While Tom got stuck in with the oily bits, 
the 16-inch Dimma-slash-Image three-
piece split rim wheels off the Skeete 
Corsa Renault 5 were undergoing 
their own transformation. The Wheel 
Specialist in Fareham dismantled and 
refurbished the wide-rolling set – they 

RENAULT 5 TURBO
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span seven inches at the front and eight at 
the rear – before delivering the parts back 
to Meguiar’s HQ for a rebuild. Tom’s friend 
Vik Nagi quickly volunteered to help. “This 
project has always been about my mates and 
utilising their skills,” says Tom, “it’s nice to see 
that there are so many talented people still 
out there who were willing to help us.” 

The completed wheels have been bolted 
back onto the Campus shell over a set of 
radically refurbished brakes. EBC Brakes 
drilled and grooved discs now feature, backed 
up by the same firm’s muscular YellowStuff 
brake pads and Forge Motorsport braided 
lines. The original GT Turbo calipers remain 
but even they’ve seen attention, getting a full 
EBC Brakes rebuild for extra stopping power.

With such high profile compadres on the end 
of the dog and bone, Tom didn’t struggle to 
refresh the interior either. A pair of Recaro 
Sportster CS pews from a Renaultsport Clio 
200 now feature up front, while the help of 
Dave The Trimmer has transformed the rear 
bench seat. Pursuing an OEM-style theme, 
Tom worked with Dave to source genuine 
Renault cloth to match the Recaros. “I paid 
£1000 for ten pre-cut panels of factory 
fabric, just so the back seats match the 

   PERFORMANCE FRENCH CARS 055



RENAULT 5 TURBO

056    PERFORMANCE FRENCH CARS

Renaultsport Clio theme with the twin 
yellow stitching,” he explains. “It had to 
be done to satisfy my OCD!”

Now the chassis underpinnings 
came back from MMR Performance, 
sandblasted and powdercoated in 
black, ready for Powerflex polybushes 
to be pressed and pushed into the front 
wishbones, subframe and rear beam. 
Progress was ramping up at Reflex. 
“Overcoming a lot of the rust issues by 
switching to the new shell meant that 
we only needed a couple of little repair 
panels in the end.” The bodykit required 
closer inspection, though. “The Skeete 
parts needed a lot of fibreglass work to 
repair the fractures and damage that 
occurred when stripping the green car 
down,” Tom explains. Once every panel 
was mounted to the car, it was finally 
time for prep and paint.  

Three weeks before the two projects’ 
Players Classic debut, the Renault 
rolled into the booth for a coat of primer, 
with the delocked doors and freshly 
mounted Clio 200 rear spoiler gaining 
fresh 2K Epoxy too. Underneath, every 
shred of bare metal has been treated 
to a coating of Raptor for future rust 
resistance.

That same future proofing has also 
been applied to the engine, thanks 

Tom’s mate Russell from Prep’N’Lay. 
Objecting to the motor’s tired condition, 
Russell set to skimming the head and 

refacing all the valves. New parts are 
everywhere too, including a fresh block 
liner, pistons rings, main bearings, big 
end and gaskets, plus replacement 
chains and belts throughout to ensure 
Tom doesn’t ever have to rely on the AA 
to make it home. 

Though the turbocharger itself is still 
almost untouched, Tom has fitted 
upgrades throughout the boost system 
to open up the possibility of further 
future tuning. There’s a custom black 
hose kit from Forge Motorsport, a 

front mount intercooler from the same 
company to surpass the 15 – 16psi boost 
limit of the factory system. An actuator 
and dump valve also feature, for those 
essential forced induction acoustics. 

Right now, only a bleed valve and a 
freer flowing Pipercross air filter tip 
their hat towards more oomph. It’s a 
setup that’s proving reliable with the 
standard carburettor jetting and factory 
T2 turbo, so Tom doesn’t feel the need 
to provoke that new head gasket just 
yet. “Even in nearly stock form it still 
feels pretty nippy,” he says. 1397cc has 
never felt better, particularly given the 
Cleon lump’s linage traces back to the 
early sixties.      

Back in the paint booth, a full colour 
change to pearlescent Renault Liquid 
Yellow quickly updated the widebody 
look. For extra pop, Tom and the team 
have selected the original J37 nine 
shade colour mix over the simpler three 
shade tone used by more modern 
Renaults. “The obsession and hours 
in the paintjob need to be seen to be 
believed,” Tom grins. “Matt and the 
Reflex crew literally gave up their lives 
to make this car happen.” The build 
hasn’t got this far easily but the visual 
result speaks for itself. 

Final tweaks would prepare the car 
for its big day. Bilstein B14 custom valved 
coilovers and matching rear shocks add 
enviable stance, while a hybrid interior 

“The hours involved in this paint job 
need to be seen to be believed.”



TOM VS DALE
The Tom vs. Dale deal on YouTube is testament to the car-loving gurus who back up the Meguiar’s detailing mantra. Not 
only are they building and driving the cars both they and we love, the firms products and devotion to paintwork perfection 
shine through in both of the competition builds. Anyone who has ever been involved in a restoration will know how much 
graft goes into something like Tom’s R5, so do yourself a favour and load up the playlist. In a rush? Then check out the 
quick synopsis on Jamie FYD’s channel. More content is sure to come too: Tom is pushing to fit his widebody hatch with 
a Clio 172 engine swap.
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TECH SPEC
 

Renault 5 Turbo
ENGINE 
Renault 5 GT Turbo C1J 1397cc turbocharged inline four with full 
Prep’N’Lay rebuild, Pipercross air filter, Forge Motorsport actuator 
in black, Forge Motorsport dump valve in black, Forge Motorsport 
intercooler in black, Forge Motorsport custom hose kit in black, 
Forge Motorsport header tank in black.

POWER Undisclosed.

TRANSMISSION 
Renault 5 GT Turbo five-speed manual transmission, open 
differential, front-wheel drive.

BRAKES 
EBC Brakes grooved and drilled discs, Renault 5 GT Turbo calipers 
refurbished by EBC Brakes, EBC YellowStuff pads and Forge 
Motorsport braided lines throughout.

WHEELS AND TYRES 
16x7 inch front and 16x8 inch rear Dimma three-piece split rim 
alloys with full The Wheel Specialist refurbishment, 205/45/16 
Nankang AR-1 tyres throughout, Garage Midnight stud conversion. 

SUSPENSION 
Bilstein B14 coilovers throughout with custom valving, MMR 
Performance rear beam, Powerflex polybushing in wishbones, beam 
and subframe. 

EXTERIOR 
Renault 5 Campus bodyshell with Renaultsport Liquid Yellow 
full respray by Reflex Auto Design, Skeete Corsa wide bodykit, 
Renaultsport Clio 200 rear spoiler, Renault Clio aerial, Renault filler 
cap custom remounted, full body sealing using Raptor coating, 
Renault ‘F1 Team’ graphics.

INTERIOR 
Renault 5 Campus interior with original dashboard and doorcards, 
Renault 5 GT Turbo dials, Renaultsport Recaro Sportster CS 
front seats, rear bench seat retrimmed with Renaultsport cloth, 
Renaultsport yellow seatbelts, Renault grey carpet, Kenwood KDC-
BT730DAB head unit; Kenwood KFCX174 coaxial front speakers, 
Kenwood KH401-1 amplifier and Kenwood KFC-WPS1200F 
subwoofer.

THANKS TO… 
Meguiar’s UK, Reflex Auto Design, Bilstein, EBC Brakes, Powerflex, 
Forge Motorsport, MMR Performance, Nankang UK, The Wheel 
Specialist, Garage Midnight, Pipercross filters, Dave the Trimmer, 
Keith at Kenwood UK, Raptor Coatings, Si at Syco Graphix, Russell 
for the engine, Bobby for the wiring, Vick for the wheels, Matt at 
Reflex for giving his life away to build the car, Aaron and Glen for 
the Haynes Manual, Mike at GT Turbo Spares, and Chris at Urban 
Composites.  ┼

that blends the Campus dashboard GT Turbo clocks keeps 
the grey and yellow aesthetic running through the canin too. 
Like any cruise era showstopper, Tom’s Renault has received 
groundshaking audio upgrades too. Kenwood has provided a 
single DIN head unit with some 6.5-inch front door speakers 
and a single 10-inch subwoofer out back, a combination that 
allows Tom pump out the General Levy anytime, anywhere. Put 
it all together and this Renault 5 is dedicated, refreshing retro 
in amongst the sprawl of boring modern commuter car and we 
love it all the more because of that.   

If the modern Renaultsport department built a GT Turbo, 
would it look like this? We like to think so. Is it cooler than a 
seventies Mercedes with an American lowrider vibe? That’s 
something only you lot can decide. Tap ‘Tom vs. Dale’ into 
YouTube, take the journey with them and marvel at the crazy 
hours Tom, Dale and their merry band of skilful craftsmen 
invested into both cars. Trust us, you really won’t regret it. ║
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WE WANT
YOUR CAR!

Tell us about the keys in your pocket and the cars in the garage. Show us your 
Citroën, Peugeot, Renault or Alpine and your project could be featured right here in 

PERFORMANCE FRENCH CAR magazine. 

Track rats and concours queens. OEM-style restorations and Stage 3 rockets. Forged 
engines and three-piece split rims. A retro 106 Rallye or a daily driven Megane RS 

Trophy-R. No part of the French performance scene is off-limits and we’d like to hear 
your story. The best machines will get full feature treatment in a future issue, an 

extensive write up and a professional photoshoot. 

Want to see your pride and joy in print? Then send photos and spec list to:
 features@dmgmedia.org

or message us on facebook @PFCMagazine
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Our first trackday is coming soon. We’re taking over Blyton Park on Sunday 10th October 
with our sister title VWG and there are 50 spaces available for a full day of race circuit 

action. The track can be the perfect place to test your car’s capability and improve your 
driving but there’s a lot to consider before you accelerate out of the pitlane… 

GET ON TRACKGET ON TRACK
WITH

PERFORMANCE FRENCH CARS

1010thth October October
Blyton ParkBlyton Park

WINWIN
WIN A FREE 

TRACK DAY

ON US!
page 4



“Speeds are far higher on tracks 
than public roads, plus fast  

lapping can put extra strain on 
brakes, suspension and tyres.”

SAFE NOT SORRY
We all take to the road every day – usually 
without incident – so it’s easy to assume 
race track driving is easy. All the cars are 
going the same way, after all! 

It’s not quite that simple. Speeds are far 
higher on tracks than public roads, plus 
fast lapping can put extra strain on brakes, 
suspension and tyres. Circuit driving can 
be a mental drain too, especially for first 
timers, so it’s important to go at your own 
pace and return to the pits when fatigue 
sets in.

Every trackday – ours included – starts 
with a compulsory safety briefing. This 
will highlight the dos and don’ts of circuit 
driving, explain overtaking rules and 
introduce the team running the day. These 
talks also touch on the layout of the circuit 
and the fastest route around the lap, 
providing insight that can help out on track. 
If you’re not confident or you’re looking to 
get faster, we’ll have ARDS qualified racing 
instructors available at our day too.

LICENCE TO THRILL
All drivers must bring their licence to the 
track and show it during the signing in 
process that precedes the briefing. Fail to 
produce it and you will not be allowed to 
drive, so double check before you leave 
home!

GETTING DRESSED
A full flameproof race suit isn’t required 
for track day driving, though many 
safety conscious trackday goers do 
wear protective clothing. Organisers do 
mandate that any drivers or passengers 
going out on track to cover their arms 
and legs completely, and it’s sensible to 
choose thin, light-soled shoes that allow 
for maximum pedal feel. 

Helmets are a necessity too. Most 
drivers bring their own and budget items 
can be purchased from £100. We will also 
have helmets available for hire – price at 
£15 for the day – but our supply is very 
limited.

HOW THE DAY UNFOLDS
There are two major types of track day: 
sessioned events and open pit lane days. 
There are advantages and disadvantages 
to the two different event structures. 
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SESSIONED TRACK DAYS split the cars and 
drivers booked into an event by speed or 
experience, and they lap around the circuit 
in separate sessions. Note that the groups 
are formed by each driver’s perception 
of their speed, so honesty is key when 
choosing your skill level.

Cars and drivers are usually split into three 
ability groups and each track session 
typically lasts around 20 minutes, giving 
each group get one session in each hour 
the track is open. The structure means 
drivers are surrounded by cars driving at 
similar speeds and shouldn’t be disrupted 
by excessive overtaking.

OPEN PITLANE TRACK DAYS take a different 
approach and allow all drivers to join and 
leave the track as suits them. This can be an 
advantage for experienced or enthusiastic 
circuit drivers but may result in a wide 
mixture of cars and driving abilities sharing 
track space at the same time. Be sure to 
drive predictably and considerately – and 
keep a close eye on your mirrors!

Our Blyton Park day will be an open pitlane 
event.

CAR CARE 
Due to the extra forces and strains circuit 
driving places on almost every component, 
your car needs to be in top condition before 
taking to the track. Start by removing any 

DISCLAIMER
Note: This is a layman’s guide to track 
days for the purposes of hints and tips and 
should be treated as such. Before you take 
to the track, carry out thorough personal 
research to understand the attendant risks.

Xxx xxx xxx xxx xxx xxx 
xxx xxx xxx xxxx xxx 
xxxxxx xxx xxxx
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Green: Go! The track is clear and you can proceed at speed.

Yellow: Caution. There may be a problem ahead – such as a broken 
down car or a displaced corner bollard – and you must reduce speed. 
Overtaking is forbidden when this flag is shown.

Red: The track session has been stopped. Drivers must slow down 
significantly, be prepared for unexpected dangers on the track and 
return to the pit area without overtaking.

Yellow and Red stripes: Reduced grip. Sometimes shown when it 
starts to rain or a car drops oil onto the track.

Blue: Faster car or cars approaching. Move over on the next straight 
and let them pass.

Black and White diagonal: Warning. You have broken trackday 
rules. Some organisers require a car to return to the pits when shown 
this flag.

Black: Leave the track. Shown to an individual car which must return 
to the pits immediately. This can be because the driver has seriously or 
repeatedly broken trackday rules, or because the car appears to have 
a mechanical problem. When shown for mechanical reasons, this flag 
sometimes includes an orange circle.

Chequered Black and White: The session is over. Slow down, do 
not overtake and return to the pits.

WATCH THE FLAGS

There are marshals’ posts around every race track and these are staffed 
during any motorsport activity. They will be highlighted during the safety 
briefing. Flags are waved at these posts to warn of conditions at that part 
of the circuit. These are the colours to look out for…



TRACK  DAY
10TH OCTOBER 2021 - BLYTON PARK

FOR MORE INFO SEND A MESSAGE THROUGH
OUR FACEBOOK PAGE OR EMAIL

DAMARMEDIAGROUP@GMAIL.COM

PFCmagazine

£140 per car
book now - places are limited



For full product listings, 
visit our website:

Manufacturer of the 
world’s largest range of 
performance aftermarket 
brake pads and discs.STARTS IN GREAT BRITAIN…

STOPS ALL OVER THE WORLD.

www.ebcbrakes.com

@ebcbrakesoffi cial
EBC Brakes

@ebcbrakesuk
EBC Brakes

Know your stuff...

Yellowstuff™

Fast Road/Race/Drift Pads
Formidable fast road & track day material

Redstuff™

Ceramic Pads
Low-dust mid-level street compound

Orangestuff™

Full-Race Pads
High-performance track-only* upgrade

(*not road legal)

Greenstuff™ Pads
Capable street-friendly upgrade

Bluestuff™ NDX
Super-Street/Track Day Pads

Durable fast road*, track day & race pad
(*road-legal in some EU countries)



ORDER ONLINE  |  WWW.PURE-MOTORSPORT.CO.UK   |  01841 531102
SOLUTIONS

SHIPPING

WORLDWIDE

UPRATED ENGINE MOUNTS. THROTTLE BODY KITS. ENGINE INTERNALS.UPRATED ENGINE MOUNTS. THROTTLE BODY KITS. ENGINE INTERNALS.

ENGINE PARTS AND ANCILLARIES. ENGINE PARTS AND ANCILLARIES.  AIRCON DELETE KITS. AIRCON DELETE KITS. 

FULL ENGINE KITS. COOLING SYSTEM UPGRADESFULL ENGINE KITS. COOLING SYSTEM UPGRADES

THE NUMBER ONE CHOICE FOR RENAULTSPORT MOTORSPORT PARTSTHE NUMBER ONE CHOICE FOR RENAULTSPORT MOTORSPORT PARTS

SUSPENSION AND BRAKE UPGRADES. CUSTOM BILSTEIN COILOVERS.SUSPENSION AND BRAKE UPGRADES. CUSTOM BILSTEIN COILOVERS.

TOP MOUNTS AND STRUT BRACES. WHEEL ALIGNMENT PRODUCTS.TOP MOUNTS AND STRUT BRACES. WHEEL ALIGNMENT PRODUCTS.

WHEEL SPACERS AND STUD KITS. ANTI ROLL BARS. BEARINGWHEEL SPACERS AND STUD KITS. ANTI ROLL BARS. BEARING

CONVERSION KITS. SUSPENSION STRENGTHENING PRODUCTSCONVERSION KITS. SUSPENSION STRENGTHENING PRODUCTS

HIGH QUALITY STAINLESS EXHAUST SYSTEMS. HIGH QUALITY STAINLESS EXHAUST SYSTEMS. 

MANIFOLDS AND DOWNPIPES. MANIFOLDS AND DOWNPIPES. 

MEGLIO CONVERSION SYSTEMSMEGLIO CONVERSION SYSTEMS

GEARBOX PARTS AND UPGRADES. COMPETITION CLUTCHES ANDGEARBOX PARTS AND UPGRADES. COMPETITION CLUTCHES AND

FLYWHEELS. LIMITED SLIP DIFFERENTIALS. FLYWHEELS. LIMITED SLIP DIFFERENTIALS. 

PRECISION GEAR LINKAGE KITSPRECISION GEAR LINKAGE KITS

             MOTORSPORT

             MOTORSPORT

INSPIRED

INSPIRED



Insurance is not mandatory for track 
driving but it is highly advised. Accidents 
at trackdays are relatively rare but they 
are still possible. 

Standard road insurance policies 
generally exclude track use from their 
cover, though some specialists do 
provide combined policies that allow 
a certain number of insured trackdays 
during a policy term. Other firms offer 
independent single or multi-day 
coverage for track use. 

Performance French Cars and Blyton 
Park accept no liability for accidents 
that occur during our trackday.

OTHER CARS
At our Blyton Park trackday, every 
vehicle on track will be a French 
performance car or – thanks to our sister 
title – a Volkswagen Group machine. 
The cars on track do vary between 
trackdays, from single-marque club 
days to general events that are open 
to any model, and not every vehicle 
on track will be a road car. Many 
trackday operators allow racing cars 
to participate in their events, though 
some forbid slick tyres or single seater 
designs. 

Every car on track must stick to the 
same rules but the speed differential 
between different vehicles and their 
drivers can be pronounced. Follow the 
rules, check your mirrors, move over 
and lift off the throttle when allowing 
faster cars to pass, and wait for clear 
permission before passing slower 
machines. If you’re concerned about 
somebody’s driving standards, talk to 
the team operating the trackday, who 
will try to resolve the problem and may 
speak with the offending driver.

NOISE TEST
You sat through the briefing, checked 
the car over and slipped on your 
helmet. It’s almost time to drive. Almost. 
Most trackdays require a static noise 
test before any car takes to the test, 
and the maximum permissible sound 
level varies between events. Check the 
operator’s booking information so you 
know the limit ahead of time. 

loose items from the cabin and boot, 
then examine each section of the car for 
potential problems.

TOOLKIT Things can go wrong as the day 
goes on. Make sure you’ve got a toolkit 
for basic repairs – but take it out of the 
car before going on track! Robust jacks 
are important for wheel changes and 
more in-depth repairs, while duct tape 
and zip-ties are invaluable for quick 
fixes.

FLUIDS Check the brake fluid and coolant 
are clean and in date. The last thing you 
want is for either system to fail on the 
circuit, and many drivers replace these 
liquids before each trackday. 

Pay particular attention to the engine 
oil: a top up before the trackday 
can mitigate against the potentially 
catastrophic effects of oil surge. 
Engines also burn through oil more 
quickly during track use, so check the 
dipstick multiple times during the day 
and bring some spare oil along. It’s 
better safe than sorry!

ENGINE BAY Is everything bolted down? 
Are the hoses attached? It takes 
seconds to check and could save you 
from serious problems.
WHEELS Some drivers swap to different 
wheels for track use – and some don’t. 
There’s no right or wrong answer but 
everyone should ensure that their 

wheelnuts are secure and torqued to 
the right settings. A torque wrench will 
allow you to make adjustments through 
the day, and some manufacturers 
recommend different torque settings 
for track use. Check the relevant 
manual before the day.

BRAKES Disc condition and pad 
thickness can be hard to assess 
without mechanical experience. Every 
driver, however, can check when the 
brake system consumables were last 
replaced or evaluate pedal movement 
and feel to understand whether their 
car is likely to withstand track use. 
An inconsistent underfoot feel or a 
‘long’ pedal that requires excessive 
movement before the brakes operate 
can both be signs that discs or pads 
need to be changed.

TYRES There should be no surprises 
here. Uneven wear may point to a 
suspension or geometry issue that 
needs to be resolved, tears and sidewall 
damage can be dangerous, road tyres 
at or approaching the 1.6mm legal limit 
across three-quarters of the tread need 
to be replaced. Track use dramatically 
accelerates tyre wear, so it’s best to arrive 
at the circuit with plenty of remaining 
tread if you plan to drive home on the 
same rubber.

INSURANCE 
Another thing to establish before circuit 
driving is your insurance situation. 
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Individual sound checks are carried out 
with the engine held at three quarters 
of maximum revs, and the sound testing 
device held one metre away from the 
exhaust outlet. At days with a static noise 
test, cars cannot go out on track until 
they have passed the test.

Many days also have microphones set 
up around the circuit, known as ‘Drive 
By’ noise tests. These usually have a 
maximum sound limit too, and cars that 
exceed this number as they pass will 
be asked to leave the track. Our Blyton 
Park trackday has a 95 decibel drive-by 
sound limit. Cars that fail a noise test 
are sometimes allowed a retest after 
the driver makes an attempt to reduce 
exhaust sound levels. Check the rules 
of the trackday in question.

START SIMPLE 
Track driving is very different to road 
driving and the first laps of a circuit 
can feel overwhelming. Keep speeds 
low while you acclimatise, and remind 
yourself to check your mirrors and the 
flag posts multiple times each lap.

Once these safety practices are secure, 
shift focus to learning the order of the 
turns. Only when all of this is second 
nature is it time to start increasing 
speed. If you ever feel unsafe, slow 
down and return to the pits. Circuit 
driving can take years to learn – no-one 
exhibits Formula 1 level abilities at their 
first events. 

SLOW IN, FAST OUT
Even the slightest turns become ever 
more challenging as speeds rise. Attack 
a corner with too much speed and you 
run the risk of leaving the track and – in 
the worst case – meeting the barriers. 
That can embarrassing or expensive 
and could stop the fun for everyone 
while your car is recovered.

Instead, pick a cautious braking point 
while learning the circuit that allows 
the car to slow in a straight line. Carry 
out any downshifts before the corner 
too, and only then turn into the bend. 
Smooth steering inputs are key for 
safety and speed. Stay off the power 
until you reach the apex – the middle 
point of the turn – and only then start 

reapplying the power. Beware of crests 
in the track too: your car will go light as 
it travels over them and braking here 
can unsettle the car.

GETTING FASTER
Qualified instructors are available at 
many trackdays and can be a great 
learning tool at all levels. Sessions often 
have to be booked – sign up early so 
you don’t miss out – and generally last 
for around 20 minutes. Whether you’re 
learning the basics or trying to reach 
your outer limit, an instructor can help 
out.

THROUGH THE DAY
Mechanical sensitivity isn’t limited to 
your pre-drive checks. It’s important to 
keep an eye on how your car is coping 
throughout a trackday. 

ENGINE Check all the supplementary dials 
while out on track. If oil temperature, 
water temperature or transmission 
temperature is rising, slow down so the 
system can cool and return to the pits 
if it doesn’t. If oil pressure is dropping 
or boost levels are outside their usual 
operating range, pull off the track and 
investigate further.

BRAKES Track driving demands a lot from 
your stoppers. At faster circuits, cars 
are slowing from three-figure speeds 
multiple times each lap, plus the 
controlled environment allows drivers 
to tread on the middle pedal way harder 
and later than they ever do on the road. 
Many road car braking systems struggle 
to keep up.

To give your discs the a fighting chance, 
keep track sessions short to prevent brake 
temperatures shooting to unmanageable 
levels. Take a slow lap back to the pits 
too, staying away from the brake pedal 
wherever possible. This allows the discs 
to cool gradually after hard use and 

reduces the risk – and expense – of 
warped or cracked components.

HANDBRAKE Park your car in gear 
between track sessions – never use 
the handbrake. The handbrake system 
clamps around the rear brakes and the 
excess heat from track use can cause 
the system to bind in place. This can 
cause a lot of damage and difficulty.

WHEELS AND TYRES Check all four wheels 
and tyres before and after each track 
session. Wheel nuts may need torque 
adjustments, tyres can develop 
potentially dangerous damage and tyre 
pressures can change.

Many track drivers find that pressures 
rise dramatically as tyres become warm. 
If this happens, remove air until you 
reach the desired pressure level. Some 
manufacturers also advise different 
tyre pressures for road and track use, 
so check your manual and adjust 
accordingly.

Before heading home, and if applicable, 
check that all four tyres are still legal for 
road use and reset tyre pressures to the 
correct level. I
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Australian forced induction specialist Turbosmart continues to update its range 
with modular Generation V technology. These are the latest highlights… 

PRODUCTS

Turbosmart : Gen-V e-WG Electronic External Wastegate

All Turbocharged Models

This is a big deal: the 60mm variant of Turbosmart’s new 
electronic wastegate won the Best New Product award at 
SEMA – the world’s largest tuning trade show – in late 
2019. Those judges aren’t easily impressed, so you know 
this device is something special… 

The e-WG is operated by entirely electronically, through 
five wires which are connected to a programmable ECU. 
It’s a stark contrast to traditional mechanical wastegates, 
which use a spring-loaded actuator which vents part of 
the exhaust gas when pressure passes a preset limit. 
The advantage of e-WG – available in 45mm and 60mm 
variants – is that there is no spring and therefore no 
fixed pressure limit. Instead, the actuator is completely 
adjustable and can even be controlled via laptop! Built 
on the existing Turbosmart Gen-V architecture, optional 
water cooling is also available.

Price Starts at £857.99

Contact turbosmart.com
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Turbosmart : Gen-V HP External Wastegate 
All Turbocharged Diesel Models

The Gen-V transformation continues with the 
updated HP High Pressure range. Popular 
amongst diesel tuners, the wastegate is shipped 
with a 10psi inner and 25psi outer spring. A 40psi 
spring is offered as an optional extra. This new 
development of the HP range benefits from a 
rotating housing, improved thermal management 
and better gate flow, with a water cooling option 
available too. 

Price £407.88       

Contact turbosmart.com

PRODUCTS

Turbosmart : Gen-V Internal Wastegate Actuator Borg 
Warner EFR Turbochargers

This Internal Wastegate Twin Port Actuator is another 
addition to the Turbosmart Gen-V range, and one 
that’s been tailormade for use with the popular Borg 
Warner EFR turbocharger. The firm has developed 
a joint and swivel system for the device that allows 
completely linear actuation of the wastegate flap, 
while the intermediate rod and valve bush have been 
designed to ensure an effective seal. Turbosmart 
ships the Internal Wastegate Actuator with three 
rods and three springs, the latter allowing preset 
pressure limits from 5psi to 26psi.

Price Starts at £239.99

Contact turbosmart.com



HIDE AND SEEK 
TurboZentrum : NUKE Competition Fuel Cell Unit : Universal

NUKE has also taken 
adapted its surge tank 
concept to create the 
Competition Fuel Cell Unit, 
a version of the Surge Tank 
system that can be directly 
integrated into a fuel cell. The 
tank is slightly smaller than 
the 2G, holding a maximum 
of two litres of fuel, but it’s 
attached to a 6x10 inch, 24 
bolt oval lid. 

This is designed to replace the original fuel cell cap and 
also features a filler cap which can fit fuel hoses up to 50mm 
diameter. Integration is the real advantage of the CFC Unit. 
Not only does it protect against fuel surge, it also cuts down 
the space, weight and complexity of a competition fuel 
system.

Price £562.17 
Contact turbozentrum.co.uk

BACK TO THE FUTURE
TurboZentrum : CANchecked MFD28 Touchscreen : Mk 3 Golf and Mk 4 Golf

CANChecked builds touchscreen control units that can operate 
with any car that uses CANBUS and several models which 
use older serial interface technology. The MFD28 2.8 inch 
touchscreen works 
with manufacturer 
and aftermarket 
ECUs alike and 
can display any 
and all information 
the car’s computer 
system can provide.

Customisation 
is extensive too. 
Users can configure 
up to ten display 
pages to suit their 
needs, set warning screens and popups that are automatically 
triggered when a readout goes above or below a certain level 
and fit an optional shift light. The MFD28 measures performance 
figures too, for drivers who need to know just how quickly their 
car hits 60mph. And if all that wasn’t enough, there’s an 8GB 
memory card and users can log sensor data by SD card or USB 
connection.

Price £342.01 
Contact turbozentrum.co.uk

PETROL PUMP
TurboZentrum : NUKE 2G Surge Tank : Universal 

Competition drivers take note. TurboZentrum now stock the 2G Surge Tank from 
Swedish motorsport experts NUKE. Designed to slot between the cell or tank 
and the injectors in the fuel delivery system, the three litre depository serves one 
purpose: to keep your motor running. 

In hard cornering or drag strip acceleration, the forces acting on a car can cause 
fuel to momentarily slosh away from the pickup and – in the worst case – let the 
engine run dry or suck in air. The 2G Surge Tank reduces that risk by collecting 
a small reservoir of fuel that’s delivered to the engine when the fuel feed from the 
tank drops. In short, a surge tank ensures fuel supply rate and pressure remains 
constant even in extreme circumstances. This second generation design is crafted 
from CNC-milled 6063 aluminium alloy, provided with triple 0.75 inch connectors 
and compatible with single, double and triple external fuel pumps.

Price £350.97 
Contact turbozentrum.co.uk

GPS SPEED CAMERA DETECTORS
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There’s a new product bonanza at TurboZentrum UK and we’ve got all the details. Despite the 
company’s name, not one of the products we’re exploring is a turbocharger. Surprised?  
So were we. Read on to see what else TurboZentrum can supply for your build… 

PRODUCTS



I have been testing the Road Angel 
GPS speed camera detector over 
the last few months. I know what 
you are thinking, tell us more.. ok, I 
will! Whether you use your vehicle 
for work or pleasure, we sometimes 
find ourselves using unfamiliar road 
systems and are unaware of the 
speed limits. Hopefully, many of 
us will be traveling the country for 
shows at some point this year. It’s 
easy to creep over a few mph and 
suddenly ‘boom’, you’ve gained  
points. Instead of paying a hefty 
fine or attending a speed awareness 
course, and not forgetting, raised 
insurance premiums, you can 
simply protect yourself. 

Long gone are the days where 
detectors picked up the beam 
aimed at your car, those old units 
were set off so often by sensors on 
shop doorways and other random 
signals, you often just ignored 
them, rendering them pointless. À 
Cue the new generation. These use 
GPS mapping to log all of the fixed 

cameras and locations of mobile 
units that have been previously 
reported. You will get an audio 
and visual warning of what may 
lay ahead, you will also be shown 
the speed limit for that road, your 
current speed, the distance to the 
camera, direction of travel and some 
other handy information.

A simple tap of the power button 
changes the screen option, compass 
or time bold text or maybe you 
like the clean ‘no clutter’ look 
of just speed. If you see a safety 
speed camera van, a quick double 
tap reports the location as live, all 
other users in the area will know 
it’s a live location. This unit will 
not just protect you, it will educate 
you, you just never notice how often 
you creep over the limit by only a 
few mph. The screen on the unit 
will change colour to red when you 
exceed the limit, if you stay over 
that limit, it will emit an audible 
warning. 

PRODUCT TESTING

Road Angel Pure V2 Detector - written by Darren Ford

This little Road Angel is very comforting, (like a co driver!) and you can 
tailor the unit to your preferences in the settings menu. One great setting 
allows you to semi-mute the unit, it will only audibly warn you if you 
are above the road limit, a visual warning is still displayed, regardless. 
One nice bonus is the speed display up high on the dash, this means you 
do not have to glance away from the road. Under normal road conditions 
i.e. no blackspots, schools or safety cameras, the screen will be blue (as 
shown above). If the unit goes into ‘danger warning’ mode it will light up 
amber and display the warning audibly and graphically in the lower left 
corner.. e.g. children near a school, accident blackspot, a safety speed 
camera van or a fixed safety camera. The last mode is if you exceed the 
speed limit, a siren is emitted to alert you. In this alert mode the screen 
goes red as below. 

In summary, this is not a one trick 
pony, the Road Angel also warns 
you of traffic cameras, accident 
black spots, school and congestion 
zones. 
The options are comprehensive 
but not overwhelming, you can set 
range, voice and alarm tones, to 
name but a few. I expected this to 
be a gimmick, I now consider this 
to be a must have. This has become 
an essential part of my everyday 
driving. 

GPS SPEED CAMERA DETECTORS

Blue Screen = Ordinary Driving Conditions

Amber Screen = Warning of Dangers

Red Screen = Exceeded Speed Limit

Road Angel Pure V2: £199.99

Subscription: £99.99 for 12 months
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ALL YOUR TRACK DAY NEEDS

Puretrack.co.uk has researched and developed a wide range of 
side mounts to fit a variety of cars. These side mounts have been 
researched and developed to ultimately save weight. They are of a 
fixed-floor design, which essentially means that these side mounts 
bolt straight to the floor - eliminating any need for a subframe, which 
will, not only reduce the overall gross weight of the vehicle but it also 
eliminates any play or movement. The rigidity that this provides will 
give a much more solid feel to the seat - something which is absolute 
key to safety and performance while on track. These have received 
a high degree of testing in order to create a reliable offering. As well 
as saving weight, these new side mounts from Puretrack offer a much 
more centralised driving position for the driver, which will only aid in 
improved driver performance. These mounts have been developed 
to be completely universal and will fit the majority of seats currently 
on the market, including Recaro, as well as GT and XL variants. All 
Puretrack products are available in a range of colours to suit your car 
or colour scheme.

Side mounts, priced from £49.99
Contact www.puretrack.co.uk
Email info@puretrack.co.uk

SIDE MOUNTS

PRODUCT FOCUS

PURETRACK.CO.UK
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ALL YOUR TRACK DAY NEEDS

Fire extinguishers are an absolute must for any 
track rat and Puretrack has developed a full range of 
fire extinguisher mounts to accommodate a full range 
of sizes. Their newest offering covers widths ranging 
from 400 to 465mm, which means that once installed 
you’ll be able to mount a wide range of sizes of fire 
extinguisher (1kg to a 4.5L FIA/MSA). The 
unique robust design means for a super easy 
installation, too. All it needs to be secure is 
the use of two front-seat bolts. This means 
you can have fire extinguishers fitted 
in both the drivers’ or passenger-seat 
footwell. There is a wide range of mounts 
on the www.puretrack.co.uk website and 
if you’re struggling to find the correct 
sized mount for you, simply contact 
them via email at info@puretrack.
co.uk where the team will be happy 
to help. They may have the correct 
mount listed for a different car, for example. 
Much like the side mounts, each of the Pure-track 
fire extinguisher mounts are available in a full range 
of colours to suit your car or colour scheme.

Fire extinguisher mounts,
priced from £34.99
Contact www.puretrack.co.uk
Email info@puretrack.co.uk

FIRE EXTINGUISHER 
MOUNTS

PRODUCT FOCUS

PURETRACK.CO.UK
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Car culture isn’t just about the automobile.  
This month we check out the drones that will get you flying.

DJI MAVIC AIR 4K
This is one for the adventurers. Clever 
packaging allows the Mavic Air to fold down 
to the size of a smartphone when out of use 
but the drone aims big when up in the air. 
Capable of 21 minute flights and fitted with 
three-directional environment sensors, the 
Mavic Air can explore the great unknown… 
and then record it in 100Mbps 4K video. 
There’s a three-axis gimbal for added 
stability,  120fps slow motion capability and 
an HDR algorithm for perfect exposure too. 
Epic in every sense.

Price Starts from £769 
Contact www.dji.com

PARROT ANAFI FPV
Flying has never felt more real than with the Anafi FPV: 
a drone that focuses on first-person immersion. The 
compatible ‘cocoon’ device operates like VR goggles 
to immerse operators in the moment and the drone 
can be operated in either arcade mode – where the 
flight path follows the camera’s direction – or classic 
mode – where flight direction and viewpoint can be 
controlled separately. Autonomous capability, a 4K 
camera and 26 minutes of flight time also feature.

Price £729 
Contact www.parrot.com

DJI TELLO
You don’t need to go big to enjoy drones. The Tello 
has been designed for kids and amateur adults 
alike and prioritises ease of use. This is a drone that 
detects potential collisions ahead of time, can take 
off and land on users’ hands automatically and can 
launch be being thrown into the air. Tello weighs a tiny 
80 grams, offers 13 minutes of flights time and can 
travel up to 100 metres from its operator – more than 
enough for casual use. App-operated stunts keep 
kids and kids-at-heart entertained, plus the onboard 
camera can record in 720P HD.

Price Starts from £99 
Contact www.dji.com

LIFESTYLE
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Performance French Cars Magazine is published by Damar Media Group. 

DMG © all rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part is forbidden, except with written consent of 
the Publishers. Note to contributors: Copy submitted for consideration by the Editor must be the original 
work of the author and not previously published. Where images are included, which are not the property of 
the author, permission to reproduce them must have been obtained from the copyright owner. Emails will 
be treated in the same way as ordinary mail. The Editor cannot guarantee a personal or instant response.

Readers wishing to carry out any of the tasks outlined in technical or step by step features should 
ensure that they have the necessary skills and equipment to do so safely. If in any doubt always go to a 
professional. DMG accepts no responsibility or liability for any injury or damage sustained in the process 
of following one of these features. 

The Editors and Publishers of Performance French Cars give no warranties, guarantees or assurances, 
and make no representations regarding any goods or services advertised in this magazine. Please note: 
Performance French Cars is an independent media publication. It is in no way affiliated with, connected 
to, or endorsed by any manufacturer.

Just Ask! If you can’t find Performance French Cars in the shops, contact us on social media.

Peugeot 205 &
Dimma Rebuild pt2
  C2 VTS RALLY REPLICA: THE ULTIMATE 
BUDGET BUILD  

  215BHP 106 RALLYE WITH ITBS AND 
UNSTOPPABLE ATTITUDE 

  C1 ENDURO RACE CAR
 SPONSORED BY PFC
 COMING SOON !!!!!

*The contents of next issue may be subject to change

PLUS 
>History
>Motorsport
>News
>Tech
>And More!

NEXT ISSUE
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K&N REPLACEMENT
HIGH-FLOW 
AIR FILTERS™

ORDER YOURS ONLINE TODAY. KNFILTERS.COM

DESIGNED TO IMPROVE ENGINE POWER
This is the original High-Flow Air Filter™ invented by K&N®. It is made with 
layers of woven cotton for a washable filter that offers low restriction 
and high airflow for your engine. For better performance and value over 
the life of your car, you cannot go wrong with our most popular product.

K&N VWG 188x130 2019 PRINT.indd   1 15.04.19   17:28

Performance frenchcars  71

n  IM Axle specialising in 
Peugeot and Citroen rear 
axles and suspension

n  35 years mechanical 
engineering experience

n  Offering a full axle reconditioning 
service to trade and public

n  Supplying new and 
reconditioned axles, axle 
bearings and axle bushings

n  Perfect for the enthusiast 
who wants a custom job!

n Fitting service available
n  Lowering and suspension 

upgrades available
n  Local Pick Up Service 

and Mail Order
n Custom axle builds
n  1 year warranty 

(excludes motorsport)

S p e c i a l i s t s  i n  Pe u g e o t  a n d  C i t r o e n  R e a r  A x l e s

www.imaxle.co.uk
Tel: 01949 869600

Mobile: 07792185731/ 
07890101826 Anytime
e: info@imaxle.co.uk

  Station Yard, Harby Lane, 
Stathern, Leicstershire 

LE14 4HJ

AdPages.indd   71 14/03/2019   18:27

JulyAug.ads new.indd   27 17/05/2019   12:35
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DIMMA REBUILDDIMMA REBUILD



The Retro Barne in Nottingham has 
seen a vast array of classic vehicles 
come through its workshop over the 
past two years but when a customer 
from Cheshire going by the name of 
Mark Gentry contacted the Barne, the 
conversation regarding his car excited 
everyone beyond their imagination. 
Mark had just won an auction in the North 
of England where a very recognisable 
Peugeot 205 was their star lot. This was 
no ordinary 205, however. This was the 
Metallic Purple Dimma Peugeot 205 GTi 
that led the way during the Max Power 
generation of the 90s.

For those who have been off the grid 
through the 1990’s here is a little history 
on what the Dimma Brand is: The original 
Dimma 205 was designed and produced 
by Baudouin Michele, Dimma Design 
Belgium in 1985. The styling was based 
on the World Rally Championship winning 
205 T16 Group B rally car. The Dimma 205 
body kit was approved and promoted by 

Peugeot themselves, the then boss of the 
Peugeot Sport competition department, 
Jean Toddt (Now top man at the FIA) 
even had one as his company car.
In 1986 Terry Pankhurst became the UK 
agent for Dimma and as well as setting 
up a network of Peugeot Main agents, 
selling new Dimma converted 205’s, Terry 
also built a number of highly modified 
specials including a Dimma 205 4x4 
Cosworth.

The specials featured in magazines 
throughout the world and included turbo 
versions, 16v and even a supercharged 
version. In total, Dimma UK built over 
two hundred and fifty Dimma 205’s, 
of which lots are still around 
today, becoming sought after 
and valuable as they were 
the dream machine of many 
at that time.
In May 1993, Max Power magazine 
edition2 featured a crazy Purple 205 
Dimma Turbo that set the scene of a new 
generation of hyper modded road cars 
where there were no limits to what could 
be done to a regular daily. 

The Dimma, however, was built by the 
best in the business. Hand crafted with 
exquisite detailing that kept the heritage 
of the Group B rally era in its blood, whilst 
proudly sitting as a timeless classic that 
still looks the business today as it did 
almost 30 years ago. 

64k miles later this Dimma 205 had 
been through a succession of changes 
in mods and ultimately ended up at an 
auction with its original standard 1.9 GTi 
Engine back in and ready to be put away 
for good or recommissioned into the 
monster it was in its heyday. At the Barne 
we absolutely jumped at the chance to 
bring this car back to its former glory 

and were so pleased 
to learn its owner 
wanted the full 
90s works 
styling to 
boost its 
unique 
look. 

The 
car 
landed with 
us just over a 
year ago and after 
an initial assessment 
we found several areas 
needing bodywork repair. 
Mainly around the lower 
windscreen seating area and the 
passenger door pillar where it met the 
roof. Both very tricky areas to repair to 
an OEM finish and neither a simple off 
the shelf panel replacement. It was at 
this time we agreed to strip the car to its 
shell and go from ground up. 

After stripping the car down, we carefully 
fabricated small sections to repair the 
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areas needed and swiftly sent the 
vehicle to be painted by our 

master paint specialist. 

Whilst this was 
going on, we set 

to work on 
planning 

bringing 
the car 

up to the 
modern area 
of driveability 

without blowing 
huge budgets. We 

contacted Gaz Golds 
suspension, Goodridge 
Brakes, SAMCO Hoses 

           and a few of our specific 
Motorsport partners to build a 

suspension and braking kit that 
would make this car perform as well 

on track as it would do as a daily driver. 

When we received the car back from 
paint, we managed to put the car back 

into a rolling shell format to move around 
the workshop easy enough and then 
COVID hit us hard. Mainly from a supply 
chain issue where we couldn’t get the 
required parts needed to progress the 
build in a timely manner.

During this waiting period we had chance 
to do some additional extras to the car. 
We agreed with the customer to paint 
the engine bay gloss black and in return 
would use high temperature metallic 

purple paint to colour code the Engine 
and Transmission to the body. We 

also painted the calipers too, 
giving a striking Black/Purple 

contrast from bumper to 
bumper. To bring some borders 

into the look of the engine bay we 
over painted all the plastics either 

gloss black or chrome finish to make it 
really stand out. 
Still waiting for the parts in lockdown 3 
we rebuilt the interior and custom made 
a black carpet design rather than the 
original red, again to contrast the purple 
look. 

The aim now is to finish the build ahead 
of the UK reopening its doors to shows so 
this car can be present and on display in 
the second half of the year.

The final to do list brings us to making a 
completely custom Electromechanical 
Steering System that can be dialled in 
and out to the drivers taste, treat the 
underside of the car with underseal and fit 
a full set of mobile app-controlled Neon 
lights. A tucked custom wiring harness in 
the engine bay as well as the full sound 
install in the rear will be the last jobs to 
completion. In our update next month, 
we will go into detail on these mods and 
cover the finish of the build of arguably 
the most recognisable Peugeot 205 in 
Europe!

With Thanks to:
Retro Barne Nottingham
East Mids Customising Paint Specialists
SAMCO Hoses
Gaz Gold Suspension
Raceparts
Newton Commercial Interiors
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Le Mans, France : Peugeot 908 HDi FAP : 2009 & 2010

PARTING SHOT

It’s all change at France’s most famous endurance race. The 
World Endurance Championship is revolutionising its sports 
prototype categories in 2021 and a wave of manufacturers are 
designing cars to fit the new regulations… including Peugeot. The 
lionhearted firm is on the road back to Le Mans.

Details about the new Peugeot racer are scant – the first chassis 
won’t hit the track until 2021 – but we do know the car will 
compete in either the Hypercar or LMDh categories. That means 
race-winning speed and a hybrid drivetrain are certain, with a 
mid-mounted engine and carbon construction highly likely. 
Racing will follow in 2022… 

Don’t count out a dazzling debut – Peugeot knows win at Le 
Mans. The nineties 905 came first, its screaming V10 securing 
back-to-back victories in 1992 and 1993, before the marque 
returned to La Sarthe with this: the insectoid 908 HDi FAP. 
Powered by a diesel-drinking 5.5-litre twin turbocharged V12, 
the prototype demonstrated Peugeot’s commitment to non-
petrol engines and proved a winner from day one. Literally. The 
908 won its first ever race, took five more victories in the same 
year and lifted the 2007 Le Mans Series title. 

Peugeot wasn’t done. The 908 took at least one Le Mans Series 
race win in every year it competed, and topped it all off with 
overall victory at the Le Mans 24 Hours in 2009. And it looked so 
good doing it – those sharp, futuristic lines still look fresh today!
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TRACK  DAY
10TH OCTOBER 2021 - BLYTON PARK

FOR MORE INFO SEND A MESSAGE THROUGH
OUR FACEBOOK PAGE OR EMAIL

DAMARMEDIAGROUP@GMAIL.COM

PFCmagazine

£140 per car
book now - places are limited
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